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Arafat meets 
Iceland premier 

AtGtERS (R) — Pkksbnc li- 
beration Orgazumion (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat held 
iaflc»/g|th tiie-prymg minirteT of 
Iceland Saturday — m the first 
offitiaT contact Bctweia the two 
~ sides. &ongmn*rr Kentuuaxuapo 
odd Reuters after the m o ejmfl, “I 
was very pleased to bear Arafat 
rrpeat bis previous stafeojents 
against terrorism and that Israel 
has to be recognised ^and se- 
cured;” “I assured Arafat that 
Ieefaajd snpports the setf-decer- 
mmatioa of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and strongly opposes the 
violations of Htman rights which 
are occurring in -the occupied 
territories.” Hertnaanesoo said 
Arafat appeared to be very wor- 
ried' about the outcome for Mid- 
, <fle East peace tf hanflmen re- 
mained in power in fond. 

Mongolian leaders 
arrive in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AP) — Mongolia's 
president and its COnramoist Par- 
ty leader arrived in. the Soviet 
Umon Sunday for talks expected 
to focus on die political and social 
reforms under way in both na- 
tions. President Punsahnasgun 
Oduzbat and Communist Party 
General Secretary Gombogavyn 
Ocfti rbat, both in office since 
March, were met by -Soviet Fore- 
ign. Minister Ednard Shcvard- 
nadze at Moscow's Sheremetyevo 
airport, the TASS. news agency 
reported. Mbqg^, winch has 
been ruled. for yearly seven de- 
cades frythe Coanrouist Party .and 
tong has been -depeudent on. the 
Soviet Union for political par 

was swept^by reforms this year. 

SammyDavlsJr. 
said dying : ^ - 

LOS ANCELES (fe — JPose 
fnentisSunday cafied dn Sammy 
Davis Jt. said by his doctorto 6c 
dying of throat cancer, while fans 
stood viga outride his Beverly 
ffiUs JoKane. “Sammyjs resting 
WHifortably witb .lus loved ones 
round hinv and that &the way he 
wants it, " said Davis' physician 
Dr. IivingPosalskL Davis, 64, 
rettsned home from Cedars Sinai 
Hospital March 13 to be with his . 
tfrtfdwffe, Altovise, after under- 
going eight weeks of cbemotber- 
apyVThe couple recently adopted 
a 13-yeaV-oldboy, Manny. Flow- 
ers aa<f letters from well-wishers 
are pouring into the Davis home; 
said 1 -Mb- press -agent, Susan 
Reynolds. .. . . 1 - 

(raiYsays 

drug ring smashed 

NX03SIA (AP)"— Iranian Re-: 
votatodiy ' Guards" smashed an 
iffintuttsoaal.dntg ring, anesring. 
nine; smugglers and . seizing 
500 kilosof morphine, tbti Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Sunday. The agency, 
monitored . in Cyprus, said the 
traffickers were seized at a village 
on ttaifr outskirts of Ornmiyeh in 
the province of west Azerbaijan 
in nort hw es t e rn Iran! It quoted a 
guards official as saying the ring- 
leaders of (he gang were based in 
Turkey, naming them as Borzn 
Farroolcha, Hussein Sayyad and 


I tr'in^.lrlii i 1 ^ ft- 


l years .-ago.. More than 100 con- 
victed smugglers have been ex- 
ecuted tins year akntr 


the north Ttinis suburb of Ben KbaJ- 
loP-Lt doun, sources dose to the Mamie 
A# 5* novemeat arid. Witnesses said 
the dashes broke out when the 
j fandameptiBats were leaving a 
mosqwwberoanlriamisttcadjer 
ji had been kctuzing. The fttfr 
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All set for ‘right 
of return’ march 


King 


By N e man Mured 
JerdJta Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The final recom- 
mendations of the Arab profes- 
sional associations meeting which 
ended here Sunday will be read 
today at the King Hussein Bridge 
across the River Iordan at the 
end of a “right of return” march 
which is expected to draw 20,000 
aarticinants from aS over rite 


the march, organised by 
Jordanian professional associa- 
tions, has received support from 
the united leadership of the 
Palestinian uprising in a com- 
munique issued in the past few 
days. 

Palestinian sources told the 
Jordan limes Sunday that the 
united leadership of the intifada 
has called for “escalating con- 
frontation against the occupation 
authorities on May 12, 13 and 14 
in s up p ort of the ‘right of return* 
march.” 

The marchers will carry Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian flags as well 
as banners emphasising the 
Pale stini ans' right to return to 
tbetr homeland and to establish 
an independent Palestinian state 
and denouncing die growing in- 
flux of Soviet Jewish immig rants 
into the Isr&eK-occopicd terri- 


tories. 

“Hie will of the people is the 
strongest weapon against the 
enemy and your participation is a 
manif estation of this will," an 
advertisement appearing in local 
Arabic newspapers said. 

Although many observers ex- 
pected a low turnout today be- 
cause it is a regular working day, 
organisers of the march and 
several political figures estimate a 
“minimum of 20.000 people" to 
turn up anyway. 

"If this inarch was held on a 
Friday ot a holiday hundreds of 
thousands of people would par- 
ticipate in it," contended a young 
man, who said his request for a 
day off from his company was 
rejected. 

Preparations for the march, 
which will start at IQ a.m. at the 
pilgrims' city in the Ghor’s Nim- 
rin Valley, indude transportation 
provided by the different profes- 
sional associations as well as 
several public organisations (see 
route map and details on page 3). 

Many deputies and political perso- 
nalities representing various ideolo- 
gies have also placed advertisements 
is local newspapers calling on tbeir 
constituents and supporters to partici- 
pate in the march. 

“Let us raise our voices in support 
of the Palestinian uprising and dc- 

1 (Continued on page 5) 


Settler opens fire, 
wounds 1 critically 


i OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agones) — An Israeli motorist 
in the occupied West Bank 
Opened fire on a group of stone- 
throwing protesters Sunday and 
critically wounded a 14-year-old, 
witnesses said. 

The shooting occurred near the 
Jewish settlement of Elkana 
where Israelis were planning to 
celebrate die town’s 13th “birth- 
day" Sunday. The ceremony will 
be attended by President Chaim 
Herzog and Chief of Staff Dan. 
&oraroa. 

Witnesses told Renters an 
Israeli-owned car was stoned 
while paging through the centre 
of Qalqilya in the West Bank 
some 10 kilometre from Elkana. 

The motorist got out of the car 
and opened fire, shooting Samih 
-Etd Abu Sheikh twice in the 
head, the witnessesc said. Milit- 
ary sources confirmed Abn 
Sheikh was wounded but said 
police were investigating the dr- 
cnmstanccs. 

About 100 activists of the 
Peace Now protest movement 
planned to demonstrate at Elka- 
na Sunday against what they cal- 
led official sanction of disputed 
settlement by the president and 
chief of staff. 

A Hcxzog ride said the presi- 
dent's participation in the Elkana 
ceremo ny should not be inter- 
preted as giving legitimacy to 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Herzog served as a parlia- 
mentarian for the centrist Labour 
Party before Ins election to the 


presidency, a post meant to be' 
politically neutral. 

In the past Herzog has angered 
leftists by commuting the sent- 
ences of extreme right-wing 
Israelis convicted of killing 
Arabs. 

Vandals daubed 250 Jewish 
graves with anti-Israeli graffiti in 
the northern city of Haifa over- 
night. apparently inspired by the 
desecration, of a Jewish cemet- 
ery in France, Israel's police chief 
said Sunday. 

Tombstones in two graveyards 
were spraypainted blade with slo- 
gans in Hebrew declaring “the 
Arabs will kill the Jews" and 
signed with names of Arab vil- 
lages in Israel. 

Unknown assailants defaced 
Jewish graves with anti Semitic 
slogans and dug up and mutilated 
a corpse in the southern French 
toe,.* rrf Carpentras last week. 

TortiC commissioner Yaacov 
Turner, asked on Israel radio if 
there was a link between the 
Haifa and Caxpentras desecra- 
tions, said: “I am sure there is a 
connection," 

Muslim leaders in Haifa conde- 
mned the vandals 

Late Sunday, Israeli police said 
they had arrested a 41-year-old 
Jewish Israeli man on suspicion of 
desecrating the graves. 

They said the man who 
appeared to be mentally imba- 
lanced, was being questioned af- 
ter reports that he had been seen 
acting strangely near the two 
graveyards in the last few days. 
They did not give his name. 


receives 

summit 

invitation 

AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
received an invitation from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to 
attend an emergency Arab sum- 
mit scheduled to be held in Bagh- 
dad May 28. 

The invitation was conveyed 
to King Hussein by Iraqi Justice 
Minister Akram Abdul Qader 
AJi, who arrived here Sunday. 

President Hussein Sunday sent 
a number of ministers to the 
various Arab capitals carrying in- 
vitations to tbeir respective lead- 
ers to attend the summit. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
Transport Minister Mohammad 
Hamza A1 Zubeidi carried a sum- 
mit invitation from President 
Hussein “addressed to his 
brother. Libyan President Muam- 
mar Qadhafi.” 

Libya has not yet said whether 
it will attend the summit, called 
to debate the exodus of Soviet 
Jews to Israel. Syria refuses to 
attend if the summit is held in 
Baghdad. 

Hie agency said the minister 
had a similar invitation for Mauri- 
tania's President Maaouya Ould 
Sid’ahmad Taya. 

Eighteen of the Arab League’s 
22 members have agreed to 
attend the summit, two days be- 
fore a meeting in Washington 
between President . George Bush 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Baghdad secured important 
backing when King Fafad of Saudi 
Arabia agreed to attend in per- 
son, following a visit to Riyadh 
Saturday by Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz. 

Syrian newspapers Sunday 
criticised the proposed summit 
and one said the Syrian boycott 
would make the meeting 
meaningless. 

“We in Syria, in our belief that 
any Arab meeting should be 
effective, feel the proposed sum- 
mit mil be no more than a prop- 
aganda action lacking any effec- 
tiveness because differences still 
exist (among Arabs)," said the 
official daily A1 Baatb. 

“It is natural that Syria will not 
take part and the summit will lose 
its meaning with Syria's abs- 
ence,” contended TSshrccn news- 
paper. 

Tishreen listed six issues be- 
sides Jewish emigration which it 
said a summit should' tackle: 

— “Unilateral deals' 1 and 
attempts to split the Arab camp 
in its conflict with Israel. 

— Pressure by Zionists on 
Washington to recognize Jeru- 
salem as the capital of Israel and 
support Jewish settlements in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. f 

— The hardline attitude of the 
Israeli government towards 
Palestinians. 

— Support for the 29-tnonih- 
old Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied lands and for Arab 
states bordering Israel. 

— Arab solidarity in dealings 
with the rest of the world. 

— Lebanon’s civil war. 


No shift in Soviet stand on 
Mideast or PLO, envoy says 


By Lamia K. Andoul 
Jprdsa Tuocs Stuff Reporter. 

AMMAN — A retsor Soviet 
diplomat Sunday dismissed 
"suggest io ns that Moscow was 
fimitiiig its role in the Middle 
East and stressed that there 
had been no “radical” shift in 
his country's position towards 
die Arab-IsracB confifct and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

> In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, Ambassador-at- 
large Igor Urivkh Andropov 
also said that be did not "fore- 
see” a restoration of diploma- 
tic ties between the Soviet Un- 
ion and Israel, severed after 
the 1967 war, prior to or out- 
side (be context of a compre- 
hensive peace settlement m the 


Middle East. 

“We have not changed our 
principled commitment to a 

comprehensive settlement in 
the Middle East or support for 
the PLO as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people," said Andropov, 
who Monday concluded a 
three-day visit to Jordan. 

Senior Soviet diplomats here 
told the Jordan Times that 
Palestine President and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat would 
visit Moscow soon to discuss 
the PLO’s relations with the 
Soviet Union and Middle East 
peace efforts. The diplomats 
said that the date for Arafat’s, 
visit was not set yet but that it. 
would be “in the very near 
future." 

Andropov denied that Mos-‘ 
cow's relationship with the* 


PLO had been strained over 
the issue of massive immigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews to Israel. In 
recent weeks, FLO officials 
levelled unprecedented critic- 
ism against Moscow’s role en- 
couraging Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Israel. 

“I do not see any serious 
problem between ns and the 
PLO," Andropov said. 

In an earlier interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. Andropov revealed that 
Moscow was studying a request 
by the PLO to allow Soviet 
Jews to retain their Soviet 
passports so that they can re- 
turn to their native land any 
tune in the future. Asked why 
this measure was not taken 
prior to the beginning of the 
recent massive influx of Soviet 

(CeaHnnrd on page 5 ) 



‘Bourguiba Is free’ 

TUNIS (R) — President Zfne A! Abfcttoc Bn All oT Tunisia had a 
recosdBatinn mrrting with Us ousted predecessor, Habib Bourgniba, at 
the presidential palace Sunday and told him hews a free man. It was their 
first enc ou nter since the moraine of Nov. 7, 2987. when Ben All, then 
prime minister, removed Boorg nl ba from power on the gpotmds that he 
was senile and Incapable of condoning to govern. Boorgniba, now In his 
btc 80s, had been president of Tunisia for m or e than three decades. He has 
been Bring in retirement fat a government boose In bis coastal hometown of 
Manastir. The authorities have retted Us visitors and’ restricted Us 
freedom of movement. Bat Ben AH told him Sunday: “You are free to go 
where you like, you caa receive whoever you like and it is the duty of the 
administration to ensure your security,” the official news agency TAP 
reported. Official sources said Bourgniba had asked for the meeting 
Saturday. He was coining to Tunis anyway for a medical check-up. Ben All, 
who Is 30 years his junior, met him on the palace steps, embraced him and 
took him inside for a 30-minute meeting in one of the sitting-rooms, they 
said. “It’s a sign of a reconciliation and it confirms that from now on the 
former president has the stalls of a fire citizen," one presidential official 
said. 


Price; Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1-50 rivals; UAE 1. 50 dirhams 


King, j a war a 
discuss Mideast 
Africa issues 


Hb Majesty King Hussein Sunday receives Gambian President Daw da 
Javrara upon the president’s arrival here on a state visit (Photo by 
Yousef A1 ’Allan). 

O’Connor blasts 
hospice seizure 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Gambian President 
Dawda Jawara Sunday discussed 
the situation in the Middle East 
and Africa with particular focus 
on the issues to be addressed, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

The King and the Gambian 
leader, who arrived here early 
Sunday on a state visit, discussed 
bilateral ties and scopes of coop- 
eration in light of the latest inter- 
national developments and 
changes. Petra said. 

The Associated Press reported 
that Jordan and Gambia were 
expected to establish diplomatic 
relations during Jawara’s visit to 
the Kingdom. 

Petra said that during his talks 
with the visiting leader, the King 
paid tribute to Gambia’s position 
vis-a-vis issues of the Middle 
East. The King stressed the im- 
portance of fiither bolstering Jor- 
dan’s relations with Gambia in 
view of the African country's 
status in the Organisation of Isla- 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — New 
York’s highest-ranking Catholic 
cleric. Cardinal John O’Connor 
has condemned as obscene a Jew- 
ish settlement in the Christian 
Quarter of Jerusalem and said the 
Israeli government acted repre- 
hettsibly by helping to fund the 
move. 

In his weekly column in a 
newspaper published by the New 
York Archdiocese, O’Connor 
said that some Catholics per- 
ceived the settlement as “a s i g n al 
of a conspiracy to grab lands all 
over Israel currently occupied by 
Christians." 

American Jewish leaders de- 
nounced O'Connor’s remarks as 
“shocking and provocative,” and 
said they could cause tensions 
between Christian and Jewish 
communities both in the United 
States and IsraeL 

“What has happened in Jeru- 


salem is obscene. In my judg- 
ment. the Israeli government has 
acted reprebensibiy,” wrote 
O’Connor, the archbishop of 
New York. He cited charges that 
the Israelis arc “speeding up... a 
design to make it virtually im- 
possible for Christians to function 
anywhere in the land." The set- 
tlements in a hospice owned by 
the Greek Orthodox Church was 
the first in the Christian Quarter 
of Jerusalem's walled Old City 
since Israel occupied the area 
along with the rest of East Jeru- 
salem in 1967. 

Jewish groups, including many 
which have sharply criticised the 
settlement in the Christian quar- 
ter, reacted angrily to O’Con- 
nor’s remarks, especially his com- 
ments that there are “perceptions 
on the part of some that the move 
of the settlers is only a signal of a 
conspiracy to grab land all over 



John O’Connor 

Israel currently occupied by 
Christians." 

O’Connor praised Jerusalem's 
Teddy Kollek, and American- 
Jewish groups that had voiced 
protests against the settlement, 
but said that the Israel govern- 
ment appeared ro be either ignor- 
ant of or insensitive to “the 
perceptions by many Christians 
of what the incident implies and 
forebodes." 


Shamir’s ‘peace guidelines’ 
exclude Arab Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AP) — If Yitzhak 
Shamir forms a new Israeli gov- 
ernment, be will adopt tougher 
policy guidelines which an aide 
said Sunday will specifically ex- 
dude occupied Arab Jerusalem 
from the agenda of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

“It (the new policy) says that 
Jerusalem wfll not be part of the 
autonomy” envisioned for the 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, said an aide 


to Shamir who demanded anony- 
mity. 

The liberal Haaretz daily said 
the new Jerusalem policy was 
part of the 32-paragraph set of 
guidelines drawn up in recent 
days for a new government by 
Justice Minister Dan Meridor and 
cabinet minister Moshe Nissim. 

The guidelines, which stress 
that a “united Jerusalem" is 
“Israel’s eternal capital,” would 
also bar the Palestinian residents 


of Arab Jerusalem from voting in 
Israeli-proposed elections for the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
newspaper said. 

The guidelines will likely com- 
plicate U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's efforts to start a 
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue. 

Israel’s May 1989 initiative cal- 
led for elections to choose 
Palestinian representatives who 
would negotiate an “autonomy" 
(Continued on page 5) 


Baltic republics appeal to 
Gorbachev for negotiations 


TALLINN (Agencies) — Lead- 
ers of the three Baltic republics 
have urged President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to bold joint talks 
with them on independence fol- 
lowing their weekend meeting, 
Estonian Foreign Minister Len- 
nart Men said Sunday. 

Hie presidents of Estonia, Lat- 
via and Lithuania sent Gorbachev 
a telegram asking him to set a 
time and place for discussions on 
restoration of their sovereignty. 
Men told Reuters. 

“We asked him to set a date, 
the sooner the better, to begin 
discussions with the three heads 
of the Baltic states to solve the 
Baltic crisis and restore their full 


independence," Men said. 

The message was agreed late 
Saturday at a dinner winding up 
the one-day meeting,' which re- 
newed a pre-war cooperation 
treaty and called for Baltic inde- 
pendence to be placed on the 
agenda of the superpower summit 
o p en ing in Washington May 30. 

Uthuama’s prime minister xaid 
Sunday she believes she gained 
“de facto recognition" of her 
breakaway republic from West- 
ern governments on her 16-day 
trip abroad. 

Stopping in Moscow cm her 
way home to Vilnius, Kazimiera 
Pra nxkie nc said leaders in the 


five countries she visited acknow- 
ledged the republic’s right to seek 
independence and backed talks to 
resolve the stand-off between 
Lithuania and the Kremlin. 

“This is de facto recognition,” 
Pnmskiene said. “The fact that I 
came to these countries, that 
several of them received me on a 
very high governmental level, 
that these consultations occur, 
that’s already recognition that 
this is not just an internal affair of 
the Soviet Union.” 

Although Prunskiene was 
travelling as a private citizen, she 
met with President George Bush 

(Continued on page 4) 


mic Conference and the Western 
Africa Cooperation Council. 

Jawara praised the King's lead- 
ership and noted Jordan’s 
achievements in development. 
Petra said. The Jordanian experi- 
ence in various fields enjoy the 
full appreciation of not only 
Gambia but also other African 
countries, he was quoted as 
saying by PetTa. 

The talks were attended on the 
Jordanian side by Prime Minister 
Mudar Bad ran. Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
King Hussein’s Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ben Za’id. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
and Culture Minister Khalid 
Karaki. On the Gambian side, 
the talks were attended by the 
foreign minister, the cabinet's 
secretary general, the Gambian 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia, the 
army commander and the first 
assistant to the foreign minister. 

Jawara was given a state wel- 
come upon his arrival. 

Jawara and his wife were 
greeted by King Hussein, cabinet 
ministers and high-level officials. 

Aziz in 
Rome to 
meet U.N. 
chief 

ROME (Agencies) — Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz and U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cueliar arrived in Rome Sun- 
day for talks later in the week on 
the “no-peace-no-war" deadlock 
that followed the Gulf war. 

Airport officials said Aziz and 
Perez de Cuellar arrived on sepa- 
rate planes at Ciampino military 
airport within about 30 minutes 
of each other. They were not 
thought to have met there. 

Aziz told the Iraqi News Agen- 
cy the meeting Monday would 
discuss “proposals made by Perez 
de Cuellar to arrange for a new- 
round of direct talks between 
Iraq and Iran.” 

Iran’s fundamentalist leaders 
displayed open interest this week 
in a message from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein which called for 
face-to-face talks with President 
Ali Akbar Has he mi Ra&anjani. 

According to regional press re- 
ports. the Iraqi message also sug- 
gested chat negotiations over bor- 
der issues could begin from the 
Algeiers accord — a 1975 pact 
which Iraq declared null and void 
shortly before the start of the 
1980-88 war. 

Rafsanjani said last week that 
he saw “some signs” of good 
intentions from Iraq. 

The Tehran Times, which re- 
flects the president's thinking, 
said the Iraqi letter raised hopes 
and Aziz's meeting with the U.N; 
secretary-general would give 
Baghdad a chance to show 
whether it was sincere. 

In Irtalian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Peres de Cuellar 
was finishing a two-week Euro- 
pean tour in Rome. He was ex- 
pected to meet Aziz, on a private 
visit, to discuss the stalemate in 
the Iraq-Iran peace process 
Monday. 


What do you expect 
this sign to be? Win 
100 JDs if you guess 
right 
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: Yemens merge armies as 
;unity moves gather speed 


SANA (R) — North and Sooth Yemen have united 
their armed forces and agreed to withdraw them 
from their capitals in the latest swift more towards 
an historic merger doe this month. 


Officials and diplomats have 
widely predicted that a United 
Yemen would be declared before 
the end of May. 

The Sanaa-based weekly 26 
-September quoted “reliable 
sources'* on Sunday as saying the 
declaration would come during 
the last week of May, six months 
ahead of schedule. 

“All arrangements for this his- 
toric event in the life of Yemen 
and the Arab nation have been 
completed and there remain only 
minor executive measures,*' the 
paper said. 

North Yemeni President Ah 
■Abdullah Saleh said Saturday the 
security forces of both countries 
had been dissolved. 

-“From now on there is no 
reason for the existence of the 
state security organ in Aden and 
the national security organ in 
Sanaa — both have been dis- 
solved within the framework of 
the united state," Sanaa Radio 
quoted him as saying. 

“It is our view that the capitals 
should be cleared of armed forces 
which should be withdrawn to 
defined military zones... rather 
than piling up weapons in the 
capitals," Saleb said. 

Diplomats in Sanaa said the 
move cleared one of the main 
stumbling blocks to the merger. 
Saleh’s government has strong 


military backing wbDe South Ye- 
men wants a dear separation 
between the state and military. 

“Armies win be moved to bor- 
der areas of the new stale and 
there will be a larger role in die 
cities for a unified police force,” 
one diplomat said. 

The weekly 26 September said 
Saleh and the bead of the ruling 
Sonth-Yemeni. Socialist Party, Ah 
Salem Al Baidh, would decide 
die date for a final meeting be- 
tween both parliaments at a sum- 
mit in Aden. It gave no date. 

Both legislative bodies are due 
to ratify a draft constitution 
approved in November, in the 
last major step before the unity 
dedaratin. 

A joist ministerial meeting will 
take place on May 20 to approve 
the rules of the merger process, 
the paper said. 

Diplomats and officials in 
North Yemen- say the merger has 
been speeded up to forestall any 
attempts to undermine the crea- 
tion of die new state of 12 million 
people. 

Saudi Arabia Sunday express- 
ed renewed support for the onion 
and denied a press report it was 
trying to sabotage the move by 
paying fractious Yemeni tribes- 
men near its borders. 

Initial plans called for the state 
to be announced by this Nov, 30 


after a popular vote on the unity 
constitution. 

Diplomats say the referendum 
has a pparently been scrapped 
aw cl fiie six-month transition- 
period initially envisaged ex- 
tended to two and a half years 
from the declaration date to allow 
ample time for ministries to 
merge and political parties to 
form. 

Elections will be held at the 
'end of that period. 

Officials- say Saleh will be 
'named president of the united 
Yemen and Beidh vice-president 
.It was not known what would 
happen to the c urren t South 
Yemeni President, Haider Abu 
Bakr A1 Attas. ‘ 


A transitional parliament will 
' be formed with 31 representatives 
from nerwly-fbrmed political par- 
ties, 159 North Yemeni deputies 
and 111 from South Yemen, offi- 
cials say. 

The new legislative .body must 
ratify 53 draft unity laws. 

North Yemen's foreign minis- 
ter, AbdulKarim A1 Iryani, has 
sand the two ruling parties would 
continue to exist after the merger 
but new ones could continue . to 
be formed. 


South Yemen has been liber- 
afismg its economic i nsti t u tions 
ahead of the merger. ■ 

Last Thursday it devalued its 
dinar by 24 per cent in a move 
which bankers said effectively 
merged with North Yemen’s 
riyal, ta king the two closer to a 
common currency. 


Freed Kuwaiti opposition leader 
to resume struggle for parliament 


CAIRO (R) — A Kuwaiti pro- 
democracy leader detained for 
four days last week said Sunday 
be would continue campai gning 
for the return of the country’s 
dissolved parliament. 

Physician Ahmad A1 Khatib 
renewed his call to boycott June 
elections for a less powerful in- 
terim assembly proposed .by the 
government in place of parlia- 
ment. 

“We are proceeding with die 
same programme and making no 
changes,” he told Reuters by 
telephone from Kuwait. 

Khatib, a radical regarded by 
many activists as the symbol of 
Kuwaiti opposition, was arrested 
Tuesday night along with seven 
other politicians at a meeting 
which the government termed an 
illegal gathering to urge a boycott 
of the June 10 polls. 


The poll is for an interim 
assembly with Kmftwrt powers that 
would consider the future shape 
of democracy in Kuwait. 

The eight were released mi bail 
Saturday night but lawyers said 
the government had not aban- 
doned the case against them. 

A businessman and a former 
deputy, charted with illegally 
publishing and distributing leaf- 
lets, were also released on. bail 
Saturday. 

Some 1,500 well-wishers 
gathered around Khatib’s home 
in Kuwait Gty Saturday night to 
congratulate him on his release 
and -show their support, a Khatib 
aide said. 

“We made no pledges (to halt 
the campaign against the prop- 
osed house) and will meet as 
always on Tuesdays,” said Kha- 
tib, a veteran Arab nationalist 


He and 31 other former de- 
puties launched a campaign in* 
December to demand the return, 
of the parliament dissolved in.' 
August 1986. But after a dialogue' 
with loyalists and the opposition, 
die Emir, Sheikh Jaber AT 
Ahmad Al Sabah, last month 
ordered tiw formation of the : 
four-year interim assembly. 

“We will call for a boycott of 
the illegal .elections amJ-the^un- 

Khatib. . . . m r ... •: 

Khatib, 62, was a-foonderrof* 
George Habash’s Arab National- 
ist Movement whose Palestinian 
branch later formed the Popular 
Fron t for die Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP). 

Hie has been holding meetings 
Tuesdays for years to receive 
supporters and discuss their con- 
cerns. 


Waite reportedly alive and well 


LONDON (AP) — Terry Waite, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
envoy missing in Lebanon, is 
alive and well after more than 
three years as a hostage, a pub- 
lished report Sunday quoted a 
Lebanese official as saying. 

The Mail on Sunday, a British 
Conservative weekly, reported 
that Waite is held in isolation by 
his kidnappers in the southern 
suburbs of Beirut and is probably 
fitter than any of the other hos- 
tages, according to the official, 
Akram Shehayeb. 

- Shehayeb is spokesman for the 
Druse religious sect and an aide 
to Druse Waiid Junblatt. 

Shehayeb, who was inter- 
viewed in Lebanon, was quoted 
as saying Waite is held alone in 
better surroundings because be is 
believed to be the most important 
of the hostages. 

The newspaper said Shehayeb 
is in regular contact with the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah, or 


Party of God. 

Hizbollah is believed to be the 
umbrella for Shi’rte extremists 
holding most of the 16 Western 
hostages, including six Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two Ger- 
mans, two Swiss, an Italian and 
an Irishman. 

The longest held is Terry 
Anderson, 42, chief Middle East 
correspondent for the Associated - 
Press. 

The Lebanese official was 
quoted as saying be had been 
prompted to speak of Waite be- 
cause of intense speculation ab- 
out the deric after the recent 
release of two U.S. hostages, 
Robert Polhill and Frank Reed. 

“Terry Waite is special to us. 
He came here on a humanitarian 
mission, he was entrusted into 
our care, and he became our 
friend. We have never given up 
trying to secure his release,” She- 
hayeb was quoted as saying. 

“The Druse provided body- 



Terry Waite 

guards for Waite and suffered 
embarrassment for having 
allowed him to meet Hizbollah 
members unaccompanied,” the 
Mail on Sunday said. 

John Lyttle, pnblic affairs 
adviser to Archbishop Robert 
Rnncae, said: “It is very en- 
couraging to know that the Druse 
believe Terry Waite is alive.” 


‘CIA 

condoned 
training 
camp in 
Antigua’ 


Chadians into Sudan f 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel Tele- 
vision has reported that the CIA 
condoned a plan by an Israeli 
reserve colonel to set up a train- 
ing camp for P anamanian rebels 
in Antigua and equip it with 
Israeli weapons. 

The U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) declined to com- 
ment on the report, which came 
as Antiguan investigators were in 
Israel to inquire about the 
weapons shipment. 

The camp project was never- 
carried out, and Antiguan investi- 
gators say the Israeli arms later 
were diverted to a Colombian 
drug chieftain. 

CIA representatives stationed 
on- the Caribbean Island did not 
oppose the training camp project, 
the report said. 

“We always decline to com- 
ment on reports of this nature,” 
said Peter Earnest, spokesman of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 
in Washington. 

The four-member Antiguan in- 
vestigative team was assisted by 
U.S. experts, the report said. It 
said the team completed its. in- 
quiry Saturday and is to report 
back to the Antiguan govern- 
ment. 

On Tuesday, the Israeli Fore- 
ign Ministry gave the investiga- 
tors a file of documents, including 
one signed by Antigua's top de- 
fence official, Vere Bird Jr. It 
assured Israel the arms would not 
be sent to a third country and 
would be used exclusively by the 
Antiguan milit ary 

The investigators also ques- 
tioned reserve Col. Yair Klein, 
who had wanted to set up the 
camp, the report said. 

The affair began when Klein, 
who runs a private security com- 
pany called Hod Hahanit, or 
spearhead, approached the Anti- 
guan government with plans to 
create a military training camp, 
according to the TV report. 

A senior Antiguan military 
official, who was not identified, 
told CIA representatives on the 
island about the plan and tbey did 
not oppose rt7 die report sakL “ 

Klein ifoki«fcradTdevision the 
school was “supposed to train 500 
fighters” opposed to Panama's 
Gen. Mamie! Noriega, who were 
“supposed to use the weapons 
.coming from Israel." 

But plans for the camp fell 
through, the weapons “were re- 
turned to the elements who 
bought them in Panama,” he 
added. 



Mideast MPs address 
democracy in Arab World 


Noriega was toppled in the 
December U.S. invasion of Pana- 
ma and was brought to the Un- 
ited States to face drug charges. 

Klein offered no explanation as 
to how the weapons reached 
Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha, a 
drug boss killed in a raid by 
Colombian^police in December. 

After Rodriguez Gacba's 
death, about 200 Israeli -made 
Galil assault rifles were found on 
his ranch. 

The New York Times named 
Klein and Maurice Sarfati, an 
Israeli owner of a produce busi- 
ness in Antigua, as responsible 
for the arms diversion. 

Colombian officials say Klein is 
wanted for organising, training 
and equipping paramilitary 
groups. He has been declared a* 
fugitive from justice and may be 
tried in absentia. 

Klein says be provided self- 
defence training to Colombian 
farmers at die time of the Anti- 
guan camp project. But the tele- 
vision . report quoted him as 
saying the projects were not 
linked. 


WASHINGTON (US FA) — 
Three parliamentarians — from 
Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan — 
discussed “Democracy in the 
Arab World” during a panel dis- 
cussion at die Arab American 
Institute's fifth annual leadership 
conference, held here. 

lila T. Takla, an Egyptian 
parliamentarian, spoke about the 
perceived impact of the ideologic- 
al struggle between co mmunis m 
and capitalism on. the Arab 
World. Although co mmunism 
may be losing ground in Europe, 
she said, that does not mean that 
capitalism is necessarily the path 
to the future for Arab countries. 

“What is needed may be a third 
model,” she said. 

Another panelist, Laid) F. Shu- 
bailat of Jordan, saw the struggle 
hi somewhat^ different ' terms. 
“We~are 'Muslim hardware being 
re-programmed to carry Western 
software,” he said. The struggle 
is one between Western culture, 
oa one hand, and something be- 
tween capitalism and communism 
on the other, he said. 

In any event, the straggle is not 
between religions, he stressed. 
Algeria, he pointed out, is practi- 
cally all Muslim, “but the same 
struggle is taking place” there. 
Shubailat represents a district in 
Amman with both Muslims and 
Christians. 

“Our problems are not amorig 
communities but within com- 
munities,” Butros Harb of Leba- 
non said. “It's up to the people to 
choose.” He said the people can 
decide which religion is better for 
them. But, he added, a. “fanatic 
society... cannot provide people a 
better way of life.” His hope in 
Lebanon, he said, is to “huma- 
nise’' society “where all citizens 
are considered equal." 

This problem of peaceful 
coexistence “has worried and 
puzzled other countries,” Harb 
said. In Lebanon it is made more 
acute by “the straggle for power 
in the region.” What is happening 
in Lebanon now, he said, “is not 
the democratic way." 

Shubailat was asked about the 
strong showing of Muslim fun- 
damentalists in the Jordan elec- 
tions. “If you believe in democra- 
cy, human rights, and the free- 
dom of the people to choose,” he 
said, “then it is hypocrisy to 
criticise the results.” 



T jWi S h nha fl at 

One problem of parliamentary 
democracy, Shubailat said, is that 
politicians will “promise thing? 
that cannot be.adueved” in order 
to get elected. Thus “the aspira- 
tions of our people are higher 
than what our parliament has 
achieved.” That's why, he said, 
"it’s very important to be true to 
one’s campaign.” 

Democracy in Jordan is “still a 
child, it's growing. We're s till 
educating ouneves,” Shubailat 
said. “Most members of parfia- 
ment know nothing about parlia- 
ment; they have no experience 
under the leadership of a party. 
There are no parties.” 

Takla, the first woman to rep- 
resent Egypt in the United Na- 
tions and former chairperson of 
parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said that the Arab 
countries face problems. . “But 
tiie onfy wiry to cure' these prob- 
lems is more democracy,” die 
added. 

The programme of the three- 
day Arab American Institute 
Leadership Conference also in- 
cludes a panel with Arab Amer- 
ican mayors, two political 
forums, with leaders of the 
Democratic and Republican par- 
ties, and an address by the Re- 
verend Jesse Jackson. 

The Arab American Institute 
was founded in 1985 as a biparti- 
san organisation to help Arab 
Americans gain political power 
through the election process and 
to shape debate on issues of 
interest to them. About 200 poli- 
tically active Arab-Americais 
from all over the United States 
participated in the confe re nce. 
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Israel to hear appeal In Demjanjuk case 


TEL AVTV (R) — Convicted Nazi war criminal John Demjanjuk 
starts his appeal in Israel's s u preme court Monday in a final 
attempt to prove he was not a sadistic guard who gassed to death 
hundreds of thousands of people in World War EL Demjanjuk, 
70, a Ukrainian-born car worker deported from the United 
States, is appealing against an April 1988 death sentence that 
would Mm the first Nazi war ortmmal hanged in Israel since 

mass murderer Adolf F.fehmann in 1962. 


Rebel rockets on Kabul kill 4 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan guerrillas fighting foe Kabul 
gover nm ent has killed four people in a rocket attack on the capital 
Kabul, the official Kabul Radio said. Tbe broadcast, monitored in 
the Pakistani capital Islamabad, said the rebels fired 15 U.S.- 
made surface-to-surface missiles into Kabul’s residential areas, 
wounding 11 people' and causing economic losses. Kabul has come 
under frequent rocket attacks in recent weeks from the Western- 
backed guerrillas. 


Israel expects 150,000 Soviet Jews In *90 


i*LAVlV (R) Israel's Finance Ministry estimates that 
.150,000 Soviet Jews wifi eater the co u ntr y this year, nearly four 
times more than provided for m the 1990 state budget, Israel 
Radio has said. Treasury sources confirmed the report, which said 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir had been briefed on tbe .new 
estimate before a Sunday cabinet meeting at which the treasury 
will propose quadrupling immigration funds to $2 billion. The 
original allocation, approved two months ago, was based on an 
immigration forecast of 40,000 this year, but 33,000 Soviet Jews 
arrived in the first four months alone, according to a Jewish 
Agency official. 


Qatari foreign minister changed 


DOHA (AP) — A bdullah Ibn Khalifa Al Attiya resigned as 
foreign minister of Qatar Sunday, the Qatar News Agency 
reported. Tbe agency said tbe Emir, Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad 
Al Tham, accepted the resignation and named Mubarak Ali Al 
Khater as tbe new foreign m i nis t er . Khater was minister of power 
and water. Tbe agency gave no further detail and no reason was 
immediately available for the resignation. But diplomatic obser- 
vers_ noted that die change conies on tbe eve of a meeting of 
foreign ministers of die 22-member Arab League to prepare for a 
pan-Arab summit conference. Attiya was named Qatari foreign 
minister l«s than a year ago, in the first major ministerial 
reshuffle in. the 19-year-old oil-rich peninsular state of the Gulf. 
Both Attiya and Khater entered the cabinet for the first time in 
that reshuffle which took place in August 1989. 


Pakistan to build pipelines In Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Pakistan has offered to build gas and oil 
pipelines for Iran and purchase Iranian erode, Iran's Minister of 
Economics and Financial Affairs Mohsen Npurbakhsh said 
S unday . Nourbakhsh, who ended a four-day visit to Islamabad - 
Saturday after attending a joint economic commission meeting, 
told the Iranian news agency (IRNA) two-way trade would top 
$400 million tins year. “The most significant agreements were 
readied in co mm ercial, industrial, energy and cultural fields with 
emphasis on exchange of technical information,” he told IRNA 
without giving details. He said Pakistan was willing to build oil 
and natural gas pipelines and cover port of its energy seeds 
through imports from Iran. 
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By P.V. Vivdcainnd 
y Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — -• The Muslim Brotherhood Sunday reaffirmed its 
tcjgcD OP of i poct settlement with Israel and announced its 
refusal to take part ia any demonstration or march calling for 
cewtiatforis with ifae Jewish state. 

' Instead cf caSiflg^er pease tvith israd, said a ^okesman for the 
MustimBrotherbood, “wc remain steadfast on our call for holy war 
to liberate of Palestine.” 

Abdnl Lanf Arabiyat, 3 member of the Lower House of 
Par l i a me nt and^pokcsatanfoT foe -Islamist Woe hi the House, told 
a press conference that the movement would not officially 
participate m.'a inarch s ch e d u le d Monday to the bridge across the 
. River Jordaji orgamsrd by Arab unio ns and professional associa- 
tions. 

Arabiyat said -the M us fan Brotherhood bad initially supported 
the. march’s central themes, which include a caO for the right of the 
Palest i ni ans to return to. their homeland, but ‘’now they are e»niwg 
far peace with Israel. " 

One of liar slogans' expected to be raised by Monday's marchers 
js: “Yes to an independent Palestinian slate under the leadership of 
the Palestine Lib er al too Organisation (FLO),” Arabiyat reiterated 
the Brotherhood’s rejection of the two-state solution pursued by 
the PLO. 

. “We will not participate in the march because we feel that its 
slogans are not compatible with our movement’s principles." he 
safcL'TVe are calling for jihad (holy war) to liberate ail of 
- Palestine; how can we participate in a march which calh for a small 
Palestinian state alongside the Zionist entity?" 

Moha mm ad Abu Fares, another Muslim Brotherhood deputy 
-who also attended the press conference, further explained that fas 
group had accepted to support Monday’s march on (he basis that its 
centra) theme would be the dangers inherent in the massive Soviet 
.Jewish immigration to Palestine -and the responsibility of both 
superpowers for bringing it about. “But now we understand that 
the slogans of the march have been changed." he said; “We reject 
and oppose any move which exonerates the Soviet Union, which 
shares a major pan of the responsibility for the massive emigration 
to Palestine." 

According to organisers, there are no slogans expected to be 
! raised during the march singling out the Soviet Union as the major 
'party r e spons i ble for the massive wave of Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel . 

Arabiyat reiterated the Brotherhood's opposition to another 
march planned by the American- Arab Anti- Discri min at ion Com- 
mittee (ADC) and a national organising committee. He said the 
Brotherhood was caHing on the organisers of the march, originally 
scheduledfor Juno 1-3 but later postponed until Nov. 29, to 
“reconsider the objectives of the march.” 

The main theme of the ADC-organised march is a can for a 
two-state solution and negotiations between Israel and the PLO. 
Arabiyat said the Brotherhood welcomed the organisers' decision 
to postpone the , march, but said: “We hope that they would 
reevaluate their plans and turn their attention to the United States 
arena.” 

"UA policy assailed 

Arabiyat, reading a prepared statement, also launched a fierce arrack on j 
the Urnced States, securing it of “Teaifa^ wifa detenninaikHi and purpose, i 
a camp of evil. forces which fight our Arab and Islamic nations." j 
"The history of the United States’ dealing?- with our nations and our 
causes, puuartariy (he sacred Palestinian ca us e , is loll of slaps, punches 
and stabs against the dignity of the Arab Nation and the courage of Mamie 
Nation/* he started with US. President Wodrow Wihpa_Iiq 

Wig). — awijcootoe«^. wifciodayls Congress...” - -s. , . - • • • . 1 

" _/nm,Araetiapi pqsitio^aijsboukl always be an atcentivej&r titir'Xrab 
and Mamie nations ,10 pm -an end to the policy of subaussveness which 
engnttsos and which entices the U.S. to escalate its plots against our nation 
by making, us pursue submission and degradation...” said Arabiyai. a 
deputy from Batqa g ov emorate . “Our Arab and Mamie nation should 
adopt a dignified Arab/Islaxnic position dun would put an end 10 the 
American moves and prove to it that die Arab and Isla mic dignity is 
stronger than all attempts to assi mi late and insult oar nations.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood's reaffirmation of iu hardline position as 
evident in . the opposition to both marches was interpreted by political 
observers as t spillover of the decades-old confitcung viewpoints and 
approaches adopted by die FLO and Islamic fundamentafisu. These 
dfiXerenoeK have become more pronounced in recent days in Statements and 
tactics adopted by the Islamic R e sistan c e Movement (Hamas) and the 
FLO-cuppozted underground leaders of the 29-iaoofo-oM uprising in the 
‘ occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. __ 

A senior FLO official, speaking to the Jordan Tones on comfithm of 
anonymity, raid the organisation would not be officially participating in 
- Monday’s march, M hut individual Palestinian personalities might take 
pari" The FLO position was seen by observers as a move to avoid further 
splits with the fundamentalists at a time when foe organ i sati o n is engaged iu 
j. a 'dialogue with a view, to drawing them, into the mainstream Palestinian 
leadership- .... 

Arabiyat reiterated a call issued earlier by lhc Brotherhood for an Islamic 
army. According to Abu Fares, “We hope that the Jordanian people wiH be 
'foe nucleus for the I s l am ic array. We hope to train every man, woman and 
the dderiy to carry weapons to defend this nation and Jordanian sofl.” 
Consritutfcm and charter 

Both Arabiyat and Abu Fares told Monday’s press conference that the 
Brotherhood, the largest Uoc in the Lower House with 22 scats, was 
seeking to address what it sees as "c o ntr a dicriops of Islamic laws in the 
(Jordanian) Constitution.” ..... . 

According to Abo Rotes, some provisions in the Constitution “allow what 
is prohibiled in Islam and prohibit what is allowed in Islam while one of the 
baric foundations of foe Constitution is foe reaffirmation that Islam is the 
formal religion of ibe country.” 

- In separate. comments to the Jordan Times, .Arabiyai raid the Brother- 
hood, which joined the General Commission on drafting foe national 
charter after objecting to foe concept of foe charter earlier . was seeking to 
. darby and. reaffirm foe points to foe Constitution through the national 
'charter." 

--- Replying.. to questions at the press conference. Arabiyat said foe 
' government had •'fulfilled part of its commitments” made to the Brother- 
hood and the movement was “following. up -actions 10 ensure that foe 
corantitmeota arc met ia He did 001 elaborate, but referred foe media 
jo an “activity paper” produced by foe Brotherhood, 

In foe paper, which summarised the activities of foe Brotherhood in 
. Parliame nt, foe movement said it had snhmittsd five do cument s to the 
House dulling with the economic crisis in Jordan, corruption, public 
freedoms, martial (aw, cost of Bring and unemployment. 

The paper listed several measures adopted by foe government as full or 
partial moves in "response 10 foe demands of foe Brotherhood.” These 
included a government move 10 preempt any lew contradicting Islam, foe 
formation of a cwnmiiicc 10 draft a law on financial accountably of senior 
government officiate, release of frozen passports and lifting of travel bans, 
fog establishment of a faculty of Sharia at Yanootdt University, approvals 
for setting up an Mnmic academy and an Islamic university, guarantees for 
freedom of press and freedom of opinion, reins t a tement of a number of 
employees dammed Tor political/ security reasons, release of security/ 
political detainees, flbohthing security clearance a a prerequisite of 
government jobs, taking first steps towards ahuBahing usury, baa on serving 
-akoholraboard Royal Jordanian Sights to Arab and Islamic countries, 
rapport Cor foe intifada, a draft law on regulating the judiciary system, 
mows to wa rds allowing a union for teachers, an austerity budget and 
tohiation of legal proceedings against corr u p t officials 
The paper Said several of these measures went only pert of the way in 
the demands is full There included the Brotherhood’s calls for a 
total ban against Muslims producing, trading or consuming alcohol, the 
release of aS ‘‘pofitkal/accurity" prisoners, foe rdnaateaent of all those 
dknnssedfrom their job* far political reason and support for foe intifada. 

On the last issue, foe paper and while there was a "marked change in 
support of the intifada, tt remains below the dewed kveL" U also 
complained foal foe media was ignoring Hamas and its role in foe in tifad a. 

In his comments Sunday/ Arabiyat said the Muslim Brotherhood was 
“committed to freedom of the pres as emphasised in our election 
manifes to." He and ha group believed that new newspapers, magazines 
and other pcbfaatiofa should be immediately licensed without waiting fa 
■foe proposed national charter to be finalised. 

The government has said that new newspapers and politically oriented 
m ppfln rt afo~- ? teg fandwa tioftcrf the charter, which 

is expected to set the gitidchoes for legalisation of political parties in the 
Kingdom. 

Arsbiyat said foe Brotherhood “we l com ed objective, constructive 
criticism against it from the prea 4 "‘fwi resented it when "such qitidsm 
becomes - wituti c„. or when new* of the Brotherhood is ignored Or 
downpla y ed.” He dtcd.a* an example of what he described as the media 
ignoring or playing down foerok of . Hamas in foe occupied territories. 


Turkey denies 
water deal 
with Israel 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Turkey’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Oktay 
AJteOy said in a statement to the 
1 press published here Sunday that 
his country did not strike a deal 
with the Israeli government to 
sell it Turkish water, 

“It is true that a Canadian 
company operating in Turkey has 
concluded a deal to sell water 
from Turkey to Israel but the 
Canadian company had 
announced its readiness to sell 
water from Turkey to any country 
in the Middle East including Jor- 
dan," the ambassador said. 

Aksoy was reacting to earlier 
press reports about a deal be- 
tween Israel and Turkey under 
which the latter would sell a total 
of 2.3 million cubic metres of 
water annually to the Jewish 
state. 

“There is no need for worry or 
jumping to conclusions before a 
full report by the Turkish govern- 
ment on the matter has been 
issued," the ambassador said. 

“Turkey is keen on safeguard- 
ing its relations with the Arab 
World and therefore it is now 
studying a plan to lay two pipe- 
lines to draw water from Turkey 
to the Arab region, passing 
through Syria, Iraq, Jordan. 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
states,” the ambassador added. 

Last December Turkey de- 
cided to cut off the flow of the 
Euphrates river for one month in 
order to fill the reservoir of the 
Ataturk dam, a derision which 
was reported to have precipitated 
a crisis between Turkey, Syria 
and Iraq. 

Industrial 
fair to be 
extended 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An industrial 
fair due to end Sunday was ex- 
tended until Monday, according 
to the Jordan Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JCCQ which 
organised the fair at the Amman 
International Fair Centre in Marj 

uAl< Hainan*” , •• 

-r.fi.t: sa^s.-Kq - Jir.v -. -iloq , 

t -A’^JCCC Statement said ,b dJat • 
between Wednesday and Satur- 
day more than 10,000 persons, 
including diplomats, business- 
men, merchants and individual 
citi zens visited the fair and that 
several business deals have been 
concluded. 

A total of 64 Jordanian firms 
and factories have been display- 
ing samples of their products, 
used in construction works, at the 
fair which was opened by Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Ziad 
Fariz. 

According to Maher Arabiyat# 
the fair's director, materials like 
glass, cement, brick, wires and 
cables, metal pipes, paint, nails, 
radiators, boilers, solar heaters, 
marble tiles, fibre glass, doors 
and shutters were among the va- 
rious products on display. 

The Housing Corporation, the 
Urban Development Depart- 
ment, the Royal Scientific Society 
and the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority cooperated in organising 
the fair. 

Ministry of industry officials 
say JD 112.3 million, in capital, 
are invested in (he construction 
materials industries in Jordan 
which employ more than 6,000 
workers. 


Education systems in the 
Arab World need revision 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arabs of 
learning age are estimated now at 
50 million and expected to in- 
crease to 73 million by the end of 
the present century, according to 
a draft resolution about educa- 
tion for the Arab World in the 
coming century. 

The draft, presented during the 
second day of the three-day meet- 
ing organised here by the Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) also 
pointed out that 23 million Arabs 
looking for jobs for the first time 
m their life in the Arab World in 
1990 will increase to 37 million by 
by the year 2000. 

The draft resolution was pre- 
sented by Dr. Saadeddin Ibra- 
him, ATFs secretary general. 


who also reviewed various educa- 
tional problems expected to face 
the nation at the start of the 
coming century should the pre- 
sent educational situation re main 
the same. 

"Given the present systems of 
education and the same dreuznst- 
ances, the problem of unemploy- 
ment will aggravate and more 
educated citizens will find them- 
selves without jobs," he said. 

“Pursuing the same education- 
al systems in the Arab World, he 
said, is bound to lead to a real 
catastrophe and education will 
become a real problem adding to 
the other numerous problems fac- 
ing the nation," Ibrhaim said. 


The draft resolution suggested 
gradual improvement in the edu- 
cational system by re-examining 
aims, policies and contents of 
educational material and linking 
learning to the actual needs of the 
local communities. 

The draft also contained in- 
formation and statistics about the 
Arab World's population, the 
present educational systems, ideas 
about future strategies, training 
of teachers and financing educa- 
tion. 

The ATF conference, due to 
end Monday, is expected to con- 
tain a declaration outlining the 
resolution and other ideas about 
education in the Arab World in 
the 21st century. 


Medical council 
stresses commitment 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Education and Higher Education 
Mohammad Hamdan Sunday 
stressed the need to provide adv- 
anced health care covering all 
medical specialisations to all 
Arab citizens. 

Addressing the 12th session of 
the Scientific Council for Gyne- 
cologists (SCG). an affiliate of 
the Arab Council for Medical 
Specialisations (ACMS), Hamdan 
called for training the medical 
personnel to enable them shoul- 
der their responsibilities and de- 
vise new methods for countering 
diseases. 


Chairman of the SCG Aref 
Baraineh reviewed the achieve- 
ments made by gynecologists, 
saying they still have a long way 
to go in order to achieve the great 
objective of serving patients and 
upgrading the profession. 

Bataineh said the medical pro- 
fession in general and the gyneco-. 
logists" in particular, is "no longer 
a treatment process through 
which we compete to demons- 
trate our capacity and scientific 
and professional excellence, but 
rather a community assignment, 
which takes into consideration 
the interest of the individual and 


the community as a whole." 

Secretary-general of the 
ACMS Awad Abu Dajajeh 
summarised the council’s spe- 
cialisations, saying it aims at im- 
proving medical services in the 
Arab World and drawing up spe- 
cifications for training packages. 

He also reviewed the council's 
activities and achievements in the 
light of the world technological 
changes and developments. 

The council includes repre- 
sentatives of Iraq, Jordan, Syria, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
North and South Yemen. 


Seminar reviews pollution, 
protection of environment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Universi- tion of the environment through a awareness about the need for 
ty of Jordan Sunday organised a special Human Resources De- protecting the environment in 
seminar on environment pollu- velopment Centre at the uni- Jordan. 

tion in local communities and the versify. The eight research papers re- 

delegates reviewed eight research B akhi t called on municipal and viewed at the meeting covered 
papers dealing with means of village councils, organisations such topics as dangers of pesti- 
combating pollution and spread- and members of the public to do rides, wastewater, danger to the 
mg awareness about the issue, all they can to protect the en- ozone layer, and means of deal- 


ing awareness about the issue, all they cai 
Addressing the opening ses- vironment. 
sion, university Deputy President Dr. Qand 


ozone layer, and means of deal- 
ing with pollution. 

sion, university Deputy President Dr. QandH Shaker, the centre’s The participants represented 
Mohammad Adrian A1 Bakhit director, outlined the program- the World Health Organisation, 
said the University of Jordan was mes bring implemented by the several govenunent ministries, 
.giving due attention to the sub- centre, and the seminars and the Royal Scientific Society as 
, ( |ect of.polltition and the protcc- meetings ~designbd to spread 'welf : as^€ tJhivtJrsiiy^ ‘cdTJordah. 


letairni march’ kicks off Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The public 
Arab march which is organised by 
the Jordanian professional unions 
and public committees will start 
Monday, May 14, 1990, the 
anniversary of the usurpation of 
Palestine. 

The 'return march', as it is 
called, will start from the Pilgrims 
City (Madinat A! Hujjaj) in Nim- 
rin Valley at 10:00 in the morning 
and will proceed to the King 
Hussein bridge. 

Public committees were invited 


by the organising committee to 
participate in the march and were 
asked to carry banners that comp- 
ly with the text of the unified 
slogans prepared by foe organis- 
ing committee. 

The organising committee has 
asked any participating commit- 
tee representing an institution or 
a group of persons, to form a 
sub-committee to take charge of 
keeping order within foe group 
during the march. 

Participants in the march were 


asked to secure foe means of 
transportation, which, foe com- 
mittee said, should preferably be 
collective (bases), and were 
asked to bring food and drinking 
water with them. 

Members of the Jordanian pro- 
fessional associations were asked 
to help in foe transportation pro- 
cess by using their private cars in 
carrying participants from foe 
gathering centres in Amman and 
foe governors tes. 
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Ministry denies 
new AIDS cases 


ACC countries seek 
cooperation in tourism 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN. — The Ministry 
of Health Sunday denied reports 
published' To A1 Dustour news- 
paper about the discovery of two 
new cases of the killer disease 
AIDS (acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome) and said that 
the present number of cases of all 
AIDS victims in Jordan stood at 
38. 

Out of these seven have 
already died or left the country 
while the rest are being either 
proven cases of victims of AIDS 
or AIDS carriers placed under 
strict surveillance, according to 
Health Ministry officials who pre- 
ferred anonymity. 

The officials were commenting 
bn a report in Ai Dustour daily 
. Sunday on the discovery of two 
AIDS cases at an Omani and a 
Chinese student in Jordan. 

The report quoted Dr. Mtsleh 
Tarawneh, dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine at the University of 
Jordan, as saying that the 
Chinese student has. already left 


foe country, while the Omani 
student was still at large and his 
whereabouts were not known. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that 
hemophiliacs due to blood trans- 
fusions abroad were likely to con- 
tact AIDS. 

Tarawneh said the cases had 
been proved by laboratory tests 
at the Jordan University Hos- 
pital. 

The last reported cases of 
AIDS in Jordan were in April 
1989 when the Ministry of Health 
announced that the number of 
cases had reached 25, but that die 
number was on the rise. 

Since the mid-1980s the blood 
bank in Jordan has banned the 
importation of blood and hospit- 
als have been relying on locally 
donated Wood for operations. 

No blood transfusion can take 
place in foe coon try without strict 
precautions and tests, according 
to Health Ministry officials. 

In 1988, a national committee 
was formed in Jordan to launch a 
campaign to spread awareness 
among members of the public on 
precautionary measures to avoid 
contacting AIDS. 


By 23yad Al Shflleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tourist and travel 
offices in the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries Sunday 
announced the creation of an 
association that would organise 

and regulate tourist activities 
within foe four countries and 
promote cooperation among 
them. 

A statement following a two- 
day meeting here said the associa- 
tion will be beaded for the first 
term by Yasser Abul Saoud, pres- 
ident of the Jordan Travel Agents 
Association. 

Abul Saond said the new asso- 
ciation wfi] seek to achieve in- 
tegration among the ACC 
states: Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and 
North Yemen, in matters related 
to tourism and travel and in line 
with the ACC objectives. 

The new association will try to 
market die four countries’ tourist 
attractions abroad and will try to 
raise capital for investments in 
tourist projects in foe four coun- 
tries," he said. 

“A special committee is to take 
charge of foe new association 


until it is officially approved by 
foe ACC leadership," Abul 
Saoud added. 

Abul Saoud, who also heads 
the Federation of Arab Tourist 
Offices, said that foe federation 
ended a two-day meeting at the 
Philadelphia Hotel in Amman 
Sunday and decided that Amman 
should be the venue for the fed- 
eration's headquarters. 

Abul Saoud was elected foe 
federation's secre try-general and 
in charge of the headquarters 
activities. 

According to Abul Saoud, the 
federation decided to amend its 
laws so as to cope with the pre- 
sent developments in the tourism 
industry and to work out inte- 
grated Arab tourist projects be- 
nefitting the Arab Work! 

He said the federation also 
decided to increase seminars and 
training courses for tourist staff 
employed in foe tourism busi- 
ness, to encourage Arab govern- 
ments to facilitate tourism among 
Arab countries and to launch 
campaigns designed to increase 
Arab investments in tourism pro- 
jects. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Hassan visits military units 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday paid a visit to the southern region's military units, where 
he was received by the region’s commander and senior officers. 
After listening to a briefing by the commander of foe region, foe 
Crown Prince voiced satisfaction with the good standards of 
performance and training the units have achieved. 

Princess Sarvath opens art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
Saturday opened an art exhibition by George Sarkis Kapianian at 
the Goethe Institute. The four-day exhibition displays 45 paint- 
ings depicting the history and the civilisation of Jordan, Palestine 
and Syria. The opening ceremony was attended by Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Abdul Karim Al Kabariti and the 
director of the Goethe Institute in Amman. 

Al Faqir visits Ramtha 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Aii 
Al Faqir Saturday visited Al Ramtha city where he inspected foe 
’pilgrims city'- During foe visit a committee chaired by Ramtha 
district Governor Hussein Al Habasbneh was formed to supervise 
construction works at the city, in order to make it ready within 
two weeks to receive the Turkish pilgrims passing through foe 
Kingdom. Jordan is expected to receive about 150,000 Turkish 
pilgrims, according to an agreement which was signed between 
foe Ministry of Awqaf and foe Turkish government. 

Rawabdeh to visit Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation, headed by Minister 
of Public Works and Housing Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh. will 
arrive in Syria Wednesday on a two-day official visit for talks with 
Syrian officials on bilateral relations and coordination in im- 
plementing the new Amman- Damascus road. The delegation 
comprises director general of Customs Department, director of 
the Borders and Foreigners' Affairs Department and director of 
Roads Department at the Public Works Department. 

ACC ministers to review energy 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The meeting of ministers of electricity and 
energy of foe Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) member states 
which was scheduled to convene in Amman on May 29 and 30 will 
be postponed until June 19 due to emergency engagements of a 
number of participating ministers, an official source at foe 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources said Saturday. The 
official said foe ministerial meeting will be preceded by a meeting 
for specialised technicians and experts from the ministries of. 
electricity and energy from the ACC states on 17 and 18. 

France condemns Israel’s polfcy 

AMMAN (Petra) — The French Ambassador to Jordan Denis 
Bauchard Sunday voiced his country's denunciation of foe Israeli 
settlement policy in the occupied Arab tegitories- In a cable he 
sent to Kamel El Sharif, chairman of the executive committee of 
foe General Islamic Conference for Bait Al Maqdis (Jerusalem), 
Bauchard said that France's delegate to foe United Nations had 
stressed this position during foe United Nations Security Coun- 
cil's deliberations March 29. The General Islamic Conference for 
Bait Al Maqdis bad earlier issued a circular to foe diplomatic' 
missions in Amman, reviewing the Israeli practices in the 
occupied Arab territories and highlighting foe dangers inherent in 
foe U.S. Senate decision on Jerusalem. 

IDS grants lJQJ.235m in loans 

AMMAN^(Petra) T V7b3^e Industrial Development Bank (D>B) 
'bias 4 ' approved granting nine loans worth JD- 1.235 million to' 
development projects in the country. Of the total sum, JD 
990,000 will finance six industrial projecs. and 245,000 will finance 
the construction works of three hotels, two in Amman and one in 
Irbid. Of the six industrial loans five were allocated for industries 
that produce shampoo, shaving cream, airconditi oners, cassettes,'- 
shoes and bags. The sixth loan will finance an industrial project to 
produce cartridges for shotguns. Since the beginning of 19k) foe 
IDB granted 35 loans worth JD 5.938 million for financing' 
industrial and touristic projects. 

Chinese delegation arrives in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-member delegation representing foe 
Chinese Meteorological Department arrived here Saturday on an 
official visit to Jordan for talks on bilateral cooperation in foe 
field of meteorology’. The delegation will also visit the National ' 
Centre for Weather Forecasts and several archaeological and' 
touristic sites. 

Seminar on tetanus opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day workshop on neonatal tetanus, 
starts here Monday, with representatives of the Eastern' 
Mediterranean and North African countries participating. The 
workshop, which is organised by the World Health Organisation 
in cooperation with the Minisny of Health, aims at exchanging - 
expertise on foe best means 10 combat neonatal tetanus and to 
protea mothers and fetus from this deadly disease. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to Verify the 
listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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Water and energy 
problems and 


remedies 


TWO fundamental issues have been simaltaneousty discus- 
sed by Jordanian authorities before they become insolvable. 
One is the water shortage and pollution, and the other is the 
energy problem which the Kingdom is projected to encoun- 
ter in the coming years. The first danger has been discussed 
most recently at the level of the prime minister and senior 
government officials, and debated earlier within the context 
of a regional seminar on sustainable rural water supply 
development under the auspices of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in cooperation with the Economic 
Development Institution (EDI) of the World Bank and the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation and the Water Authority. 
The purpose of the seminar was to look into new sources of 
water, including non- traditional ones like recycling treated 
wastewater for farming purposes and desalination of sea 
water. Rationalisation of water use was rtf course uppermost 
on the minds of the participants at the seminar as this aspect 
is projected to be the overriding issue no matter what new 
water sources are improvised by one way or another. 

In the realm of energy, the fact that the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology (HOST) is actively undertaking 
a feasibility study to set op a gigantic solar power plant that 
can produce no less than 30 megawatts of electricity is also a 
very timely preparatory action to face up to the imminent 
needs of the country in the coming few years. 

The fact that the doncerned Jordanian authorities are 
thinking of, studying and taking action on remedial 
measures to encounter two of tto most formidable threats 
poised at Jordan's doorstep proves that the country is taking 
the bull by the born and where when necessary and is getting 
adequately ready in the face of these immin ent dangers. 
Jordanians can feel more secure than ever now that they 
know that Amman is preparing the country for the ftiture 
years with seriousness and determination. By confronting the 
water and energy problems head on, the country would be 
on safer grounds to tackle other dimensions of its develop- 
ment. These two principal challenges of the future have 
haunted the country for so long and it is a great relief that 
they are being debated and considered with all the vigour 
and stamina that the country can muster. In many ways to 
redress water and energy shortages and problems in an 
attempt to rectify them constitutes some form of an 
insurance policy for the future of the country that is 
urgently needed. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i Sunday commented on a two-day meeting by representa- 
tives of professional associations in the Arab World and the topics 
to be discussed. The most pressing issue before these profession- 
als as well as the whole Arab Nation in the coining summit is the 
Jewish immigration into Palestine and the continued challenge 
posed to the Arabs by Israel’s policies and occupation of holy 
places, said the paper. It echoed Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s 
address to the conference in which he reiterated Jordan's pledge to 
stand bv the Palestinians at all costs and determination to rally 
Arab ranks for the sake of defending the holy places. The paper 
said that the conference is a cry out for ail Arabs and Muslims and 
an appeal to the international community to help end the Israeli 
atrocities and stop the immigration of Jews into lands owned 
lawfully by the Palestinian people. The conference is a call on the 
Arab leaderships to join forces and end side differences and stand 
together in the face of the common challenges, the paper 
continued. The conference, it stressed, is a reminder to the Arabs 
that they should meet at the summit level and should boldly face 
the common threats to the Arab Order and Arab security. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily criticises the Ministry of Education 
for its inconsiderate decisions concerning educational issues of 
concern to schools, students and parents. Salah Abdul Samad 
particularly singles out a recent decision by the Ministry of 
Education for cancelling the so-called spring holiday in the 
coming 199CF1991 scholastic year, only to rescind the decision a 
few weeks later. Does this indicate that the Ministry of Education 
takes time and effort in reaching decisions, or are decisions taken 
at random without ample consideration? the writer asks. There is 
a contradiction here between the two decisions and the justifica- 
tions given for them; and there is a mystery about who takes such 
decisions, says Abdul Samad. The writer expresses his belief that 
the confusion behind all this is due to the fact that the minister has 
the upperhar.d. even though his views could mean contradicting 
decisions taken a few weeks earlier. Abdul Samad says the 
ministry ought to take into consideration all aspects of the 
educational process before issuing decisions, if the process is to 
remain stable and achieve its goals. 

A1 Dust our daily commented on Prince Hassan's address to the 
Arab Thought Forum conference about Arab education pointing 
to the developments in the educational fields witnessed in the 
Arab World over the past two decades. The paper reiterated the 
Prince's statement that the Arab World endeavours to pursue the 
march for development and education has been hampered in its 
efforts by the resgionai conflicts as well as the huge debts and 
poor economies. But. it said, that luminous events occurred in the 
1980s and favourable developments emerged that can give the 
Arabs renewed hope for the future. It said that the new Arab 
awakening and the Arab countries’ realisation of the need to 
unite, can give impetus to all efforts being taken in the Held of 
education and development at all levels. The paper said that the 
new decade will be decisive for the Arab Nation which will have 
to embark on a new initiative towards further solidarity, 
development and progress. 


Palestinians sure uprising can 
survive right-wing government 


By Sami Abondi 
Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories, convinced an expected 
right-wing Israeli government will 
increase repression, say they are 
confident their revolt can survive 
a new onslaught. 

“We are ready for the new, and 
perhaps the most dangerous 
phase in the history of the intifa- 
da (uprising), which I believe 
would not end the revolt,* 1 said 
Professor Sari Nusseibeh, a main- 
stream Palestinian nationalist 
leader. 

Israeli caretaker Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir is trying to 
put together a coalition with far- 
right and religions parties sworn 
to put down the 29-month-long 
Palestinian revolt. 

Aides said they were not sure if 
Shamir would succeed in forming 
a cabinet this week or require a 
21-day extension of his presiden- 
tial mandate, but they ruled out 
another national unity govern- 
ment with the dovish Labour 
party. 

Pales tinians say unlike the for- 
mer coalition between Labour 
and Shamir’s hardline Likud par- 


ty, a right-wing government 
would be less sensitive to interna- 
tional pressure- and would spare 
no method to crash the uprising. 

Shamir’s 15- month-old coali- 
tion with Labour collapsed in 
March when be refused to en- 
dorse U.S. proposals to bold the 
first Palestinian-Israeli peace 
talks in Cairo. Palestinians expect 
a rightist Shamir cabinet would 
freeze peace efforts. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


“The new government will 
send us back to square one from a 
political standpoint,” said Ghas- 
san A1 Kbatib, a Co mmunis t 

academic. 

“A senior Israeli defence offi- 
cial said despite fatigue and inter- 
nal divisions, the motivation of 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories to continue the intifada 
remains unbroken. 

Many Palestinians say they ex- 
pect the worst of a right-wing 
government — more bloodshed, 
expulsions, house demolitions 
and economic strangulation for 
the already battered 1.75 million 
Palestinians of the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip. tions and trade unions. 

Intellectuals and activists say Sharon, who masterminded the 
the uprising has gained new 1982 invasion of Lebanon to drive 
momentum in the last month, out the Palestine Liberation 
with almost daily widespread Organisation, is demanding the 
dashes as Palestinians try to seize defence portfolio in a new gov- 
the initiative again and vent their eminent. 

fr u stration at the fading prospect But Shamir aides rated out the 
for peace talks. former paratroop general for the 

In its latest regular leaflet, the key ministry. 

PLO- backed unified leadership 

of the uprising had called for “We know Sharon very well 
“more painful strikes against the here,” said Dr. Ahmad A1 Yazji, 
enemy’s army and settlers with a leading PLO s upp o r ter in the 
stones and firebombs” to con- Gaza Strip, recalling that Sharon, 
front a right-wing government. as tire army's southern coauaxas- 
“Unfortunately we are going to der. Jed an iron-fisted campaign 
face more loss of life and other to root out guerrillas in the area 
losses in the near future,” said in 1970. 

Nusseibeh who believes that be “Then- he was dealing with 250 
and other East Jerusalem activists - guerrillas, but now be has to deal 


Weekly Political Pulse 


WiD the Arabs 
come to the reset 

By Waked Sadi 


could be expelled after the new 
government is formed. . 

Israeli soldiers and civilians, 
have (rifled at least 648 Palesti- 
nians and wounded tens of 
thousands since the outbreak of 
the uprising in December 1987. 

Fonder Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon, a senior Likud 
figure, has repeatedly called for 
the expulsion of 50 leading 
Palestinian nationalists and for 
the closure of PLO-backed Arab 
newsp ap er?, research organisa- 


with a million Palestinians who 
feel that their lives lunge -on tire 
continuation Of the intifada,” 
Yazji said. 

‘“The intifada will intensify its 
challenge not only to Shamir but 
also to Sharon, who keeps brag- 
ging that if be becomes defense 
minister he wifi end the intifada.” 

“Even if be called the entire 
Israeli army out, he could not end 
the revolt,” said a senior under- 
ground activist in the Islamic Re- 
srtance Movement, Hamas. 


Expectations are modest for 
Bush- Gorbachev summit 


By Barry Sch weld 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
timing of President George 
Bush’s moves on the chemical 
weapons front are linked to 
slow progress on other arms 
control accords and the pro- 
ximity of the May 30-June 3 
superpower summit. 

The president is aiming for 
an agree mnt with Moscow - 
provided he gets it on his terms 
- to sharply reduce U.S. and 
Soviet stockpiles of poison gas. 
According to receent reports. 
Bush is willing to halt produc- 
tion of U.S. chemical weapons. 

Bush wants to do some Se- 
rious business wth Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
during the summit. Otherwise 
the two leaders could be ac- 
cused of unproductive postur- 
ing. 

Months ago, when the sum- 
mit was scheduled, it looked 
like an agreement could be 
ready to reduce long-range 
nuclear missiles, bombers and 


submarines. 

Only wild optimists expected 
a finished treaty for Bush and 
Gorbachev to sign. The issues 
are complex, and any verifica- 
tion system requires an enor- 
mous amount of work and 
trust. 

But considering the Soviet 
leader’s determination to cut 
nudear arms and Bush’s posi- 
tive response after an initial 
delay, the plan was to cele- 
brate the summit with a 
strategic arms agreement -in- 
prinriple on key issues. 

Bush and Gorbachev would' 
initial , the framework accord, 
and up to 50 per cent of the 
most dangerous weapons in the 
world would be consigned to 
the scrap heap after U.S. and 
Soviet negotiators in Geneva 
worked out the details. 

But with Gorbachev due 
here in less than three weeks, 
the two sides are still far apart. 

For example: they have 


smokers 

To the Editor, 

I AM writing about the concern I feel for the people of Jordan and 
the increase of smokers here in this country. In May 1 issue of the 
Jordan limes there was a very sincere letter printed about the 
inhumanity shown towards animals in this country. I write about 
the inhumanity shown to the people of this country who do not 
smoke but are subjected to the smoke of others. Is it no less cruel 
to harm the health of those around you just because you have a 
habit you either do not want to quit, or find it too hard to do so? 

Several years ago concerned doctors, scientists, environmental- 
ists and educated men in the legislature started an anti-smoking 
campaign in America to make the public aware of the dangers 
smoking incurs. It is because of their concerted efforts that the 
people of the U.S. are finally waking op, throwing away their 
cigarettes, and quitting the habit. As a result, there has been a 
dramatic decrease in all kinds of cancer in the U.S. . These above 
mentioned men have proven the dangers of smoking through 
y ears of research that proved that second-hand smoke is 
extremely harmful to the non-smoker. That left the tobacco 
companies worried, to say the least. They started a tough 
campaign to rescind afl the previous grounds that had been gained 
by these cocemed men. It was to no avail. The reason? Because 
people bad finally wised up to what they were doing to their 
bodies as well as to the people around them by continuing with 
this dreadful habit. So. in a desperate attempt to keep the profits 
pouring in, the tobacco companies of America are now pushing 
(with tremendous success) their products onto the Middle East, 
Far East, Near East and European markets. As a result their 
sales- have not suffered in the least and have in fact increased due 
to the feet that more and more of these people are starting the 
habit of smoking. 

Your country is now trying to start an anti-smoking campaign 
here out of concern for the Jordanian people. My plea to you 
today is to please listen to what they are telling you. Do not ignore 
the lives of others around you who have to breathe the air you are 
polluting. Think of this as a contribution you can make to “Earth 
Day” as well as to yourselves and to your families and loved ones. 
Most of all, do not let the conglomerates of foreign countries use 
you in this way. Do not let them take advantage of your 
unawareness on the subject. They love it and are laughing all the 
way to the bank every time you lay down your hard earned money 
on the grocer’s counter for a pack of cigarettes. I say all of this out 
of the love I have come to feel for the people of Jordan and for 
this beautiful country. I also say all this out of experience. 1 
smoked for 12 years, two packs a day, loved it, and didn't quit 
until I learned I was to have a baby. That was 7 years ago and I 
do not regret one second since I have stopped. I have lost two 
family members to cancer, cigarette related, and it hurts to think 
it could have been prevented. If even one person stops smoking 
because of this plea which I have made, I will thank God (who by 
the way states that our bodies are a temple and shoOHt be treated 
with the utmost respect) that it has served its purpose even to a 
small degree. Even one life would be worth it all. Thank you all 
for listening and God bless you all. 

Reatha Nasrawi 

Amman. 


agreed tentatively to eliminate 
land-based ballistic missiles 
with multiple warheads. But 
the Soviets want to extend the 
ban to such missiles carried by 
submarines. That is an area of 
U.S. s trengt h , and the adminis- 
tration is balking. 

The Soviets also want to 
make deeper cuts in air-laun- 
ched cruise missiles than the 
United States is willing to 
accept. The reason is the Pen- 
tagon plans a new missile 
above the cutoff range prop- 
osed by Moscow. 

Negotiations between the 
- North Atlantic .Treaty Orga- 
nisation and the Warsaw Pact 1 
have also slowed in Vienna on 
another treaty to reduce 
troops, tanks and other non- 
nuclear arms in Europe. 

The plan was to have the 
heads of 35 countries, includ- 
ing Bush and Gorbachev, sign 
the treaty at a European sum- 
mit before the end of the year. 
There is still some hope of 
reaching that goal. 

But Bush’s prediction last 
June that the treaty would be 
ready by now is felling flat, so 
he and Gorbachev are unable 
to anounce that the major aims 
control accord is at the wrap- 
up stage. 

The picture could change 


when Secretary of State Janies 
Baker holds talks in Moscow' 
next week with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard A. Shcvard- - 
nadze. But they failed to make 
serious headway only last week 
in Bonn. 

Thus, a chemical weapons 
accord is the most promising 
candidate for the Bush -Gor- 
bachev summit. 

Bush wants the Soviets to 
agree that the two sides should 
retain stockpiles of che- 
mical weapons until all 40 na- 
tions sign and implement a 
global ban. 

'The Soviets have resisted 
until now. ... 

The .'Soviet argument is that 
waiting for all 40 nations to 
carry out the treaty before 
scrapping the last U.S. and 
Soviet chemical weapons 
would indefinitely postpone 
ridding the world of poison 
gas. 

Some two dozen nations are 
believed either to possess of be 
capable of manufacturing 
poison gas. 

Still, reports this week that 
Bush is willing to halt produc- 
tion of U.S. chemical weapons 
probably were made in the 
belief that enough is settled for 
Bush and Gorbachev to assure 
the people of the world that in 
one dangerous arena there 
may be cause for hope. 


MAKE no mistake about it, 
tire Israeli attack on His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's yacht on 
April 27 was deliberate. As a 
Royal Court spokesman con- 
firmed, the April 27 inci d e n t 
was not the first to take place 
in the Aqaba Gulf against the 
royal yacht. And the fact that 
live ammunition was fired in 
the direction of the royal yacht 
with King Hussein viably on 
deck makes die incident in- 
deed “ominous” as the Royal 
Palace has characterised it. 

These is more than a shred 
of evidence to substantiate the 
fears that the attack an the 
royal yacht was an act of pira- 
cy. Suffice to recall that the 

Israefi naval boat which perpe- 
trated the attack on King Hus- 
sein was within a mile of the 
Jordanian shoreline as it pur- ■ 
sued, the royal yacht. At one 
stage of the shameful pursuit 
die Israeli naval boat was no 
further than few metres from 
die yacht and dose enough to 
allow the Israeli crew to take 
pictures of the King. As can be 
seen, Israel stops at nothing to 
pursue its ««««*» goals and 
c o ns p ir acies in the Middle East 
and again** Jordan in parties . 
lar. The extent land has gone 
to undermine Jordan and its 
regime has indeed readied 
treac he rous proportions as evi- 
denced by the attack on the 
royal yacht. 

Such aggressive acts against 
the Kingdom confirms also the 
suspicions that Jordan and 
Ring Hussein are viewed by 
Israel as prinopal obstacles in 
toe path of its schemes and 
designs against the Arab 
Order. Perhaps such concrete 
evidences -offered by. Israel on 
its intentions against the coun- 
try would propel the Arab 
World to take more concrete 
measures to boast Jordan’s de- 
fences and well . being. The 
moral of the story is: the more 
the Arab countries act indif- 
ferently to Jordan’s pressing 
needs, the more Israel will view 


Jordan as an easy prey. The 
minute the Arab World eomes 
more convincingly and str ongly 
in su pport of Jordan, the more 
cautio us would Israel become 
towards H. 

As long as the Arab Nation 
projects Jordan as as Arab 
state which can be left stranded 
with its economic and defence 
woes, Israel and its allies may 
ta ke this as a dear signal that 
there is no limit to where they 
may go to pursoelheif designs 
against the kingdom.' It has 
been said before, .over and 
over again, that Jordan stands 
out as the first line of 
defence from Israel -for the 
entire -Arab -‘Order. Jf 
Jordan is weakened, so does 
this first line of defence. It is 
high time that the Arab coun- 
tries take Jordan’s needs, 
seriously. There is still hope 
that the projected Arab sum- 
mit would take these needs 
seriously and act accordingly. 

The country’s economic re- 
quirements stand out now as 
most pressing of afl. Without 
economic strength, the stabil- 
ity and security of the King- 
dom could be threatened. 
There are growing signs that 
with even modest Arab sup- 
port, the vulnerability of the 
ttmatry to outside conspiracies 
would d i m ini sh consiaejrably. 
An attack so naked as the one 
perpetrated by Israel on Jor- 
dan’s head of state -should at 
least awaken the conscious of 
the entire Arab Nation to the 
urgent need ior inter-Arab 
solidarity. What is alarming in 
this context is the absence of 
even an Arab otfiCiy in the 
wake of the Aqaba incident. 
Perhaps this muted Arab reac- 
tion to the Aqaba attack can 
stifl be rectified by the stow of 
meaningful Arab support to Jor- 
dan when the Arab summit 
convenes soon. Otherwise, no 
one would take Arab rhetoric 
in support for Arab causes 
seriously. 
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YES,MA l AM? US? THE JUD6E 
WANTS TO SEE U5 ?! 


WHY WOULD THE JliOSB 
. WANT TO SEE US? 


HE PROBABLY WANTS MY 
OPINION ON SOME- OBSCURE 

POINT OF LAW- - ’ 
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and united political 
action the only answer to dangers’ 


By Ttehaa eenMvrad 


THE MASSIVE Soviet Jewish 
tnmH^doo » Israrf sod the 
occupied territories poses a 
threat to- the Arab 
World, and ihc only Arab 
answer ib thedangeris through ■ 
solidarity and “ututed political 

dttBlOB," - - - r.- . 

This was thc siiiBiuaiy of a 
wqrkmg_ peper^ presented by 
Lower Hott&t of parliament 
member Taber At Masri at a 
conference of Arab profession- 
2 d assodanons whidr opened 
here Saturday. The working 
paper offered a derailed review 
of not only, die de m o gra phic 
threats po s e d to the Palesti- 
nians and 'Arabs by the Soviet 
influx to Isftel and .the occu- 
lted Arab territories, but also 
the “ioevhabflity of the imple- 
mentation” of the Zionist plan 
-for a “greater Israel” 

bating, that, over 65,000 
Soviet Jews would have kft 
tbeir native land to Israel by the 
end of May, raising «> 150.000 
the total number of Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants to Israel, during 
the- year 1990, Masri, a former 
foreign minister, warned that if 
the massive number highlights 
the dcmiogyaphic threat to the 
Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Scrip, the scientific qualifica- 
tions of the i mmigran ts pose a 
danger of a larger magnitude to 
..the Arab Nation. 

“Information indicates that 
35 to 40 per cent otf these 
immigrants- possess high scien- 
tific qualifications, 4 which could 
be of great benefit to Israel's 
technology,” said the parlia- 
mentarian. Such, added know- 
ledge, be said, win “bring about 


■ new horizons, a dearer sup- 
remacy and encouragement to 
Israeli expansionism ar the ex- 
pense of the whole Arab Na- -. 
don.'*- 

Masri predicted that Israel 
would thus be further encour- 
aged to pursue its plans and 
. 4 ‘force the same number (as the 
Jewish immigrants), ha l f a mil- 
lion Palestinians, to leave occu- 
pied Palestine to Jordan.” 

“This would also mean that 
Arab national security is more 
threatened than ever,” he 
added. 


movement also plans to occupy 
Jordan tomorrow and other 
Arab countries the day after, 
whether in the form of physical 
occupation or through clear 
control,” Masri said. 

The former minister also 
warned of the growing threat of 
'Israel pursuing its theory of 
“the alternative Palestinian 
homeland in Jordan” since it 
has become the almost public 
policy of the right-wing Likud 
bloc headed by Shamir. 

“It is precisely out of this 
thinking that Shamir made 


“Egypt, Sudan, Syria and Iraq depend greatly 
on the Nile and Euphrates as a source of life; it is 
not a coincidence that we hear of all these dams 
being constructed in Turkey and Ethiopia ” 


r t 

i 


by Israeli caretaker Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir in an 
interview with the Hebrew dai- 
ly Ycdiot Ahranot that in order 
to accommodate the large num- 
ber of Soviet Jewish immigrants 
Israel would “need a large plot 
of land to allow each immigrant 
the freedom to settle wherever 
he wants on this land.” 

Shamir also said that “the' 
Arabs cannot stop this natural 
flow of Jewish people to their 
land and this, at the end, is the 
crux of the conflict," Masri 
noted. 

These statements, according 
to Masri, dearly reflect foe 
Zionist movement's past, pre- 
sent and future policy that “im- 
migration and settlement are 
foe core of Zionism.” 

“Just os it planned and occu- 
pied Palestine, the Zionist 


statements, during a visit to the 
U.S. in April 1989, that Israel 
supports Palestinian self-deter- 
mination on ‘their land,' cast of 
foe river," Masri said. 

Masri, head of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Low- 
er House, linked the timing of 
massive Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine with changes 
in foe Arab World. 

“Egypt, Sudan, Syria and 
Iraq depend greatly on the Nile 
and Euphrates as a source of 
life; it is not a coincidence that 
we hear of all these dams being 
constructed in Turkey and 
Ethiopia," Masri said. 

He further explained that 
Zionist and Jewish organisa- 
tions as well as their supporters 
"will exploit this situation... 
and will work on harming Arab 
national security through a 
door that they will knock per- 


sistently.” 

The indications show that 
Israeli-Ethiopian cooperation is 
heading in this direction,” he 
said. 

Masri also pointed to the fact 
that despite foe August 1988 
ceasefire, “the Iran-Iraq front 
is still, although stable at this 
time, a pithole which can start 
burning at any time.” 

He also warned that all these 
factors come together at a time 
when strategic studies of foe 
region indicates that “Arab oil 
will return to foe frontline of 
world economy in foe mid- 
1990s." 

“We have to understand that 
current affairs in our region are 
only parts of greater strategic 
plans aimed at limiting foe pow- 
er of foe Arab Nation and 
keeping it busy with internal 
conflicts," Masri said. - 

These strategic plans, accord- 
ing to Masri, target foe eco- 
nomy of the Arab World and its 
unity “to hinder it from becom- 
ing a very effective power on 
foe international arena, espe- 
cially at this age of political and 
economic groupings." 



Taker A1 Masri 


He blamed Arab countries 
for their “short- visioned politic- 
al decisions,” and said that 
Soviet- Jewish immigration to 
Palestine had highlighted foe 
Arab leaders'' inability to “fulfil 
foe hopes of foe nation and its 
aspirations to confront the dan- 
gers surrounding it and its fu- 
ture." 

“Official and public reactions 
to foe threat of Jewish immigra- 
tion highlight foe difference be- 
tween foe leaders and their 
people,” Masri said. 

He accus'd foe official Arab 
reaction « being “shy and de- 


layed." saying that foe Arabs 
“have no political or economic 
or any type of weight except 
perhaps in the field of consum- 
er marketing." 

He concluded that foe abs- 
ence of Arab unity was the 
main cause of what be de- 
scribed as foe three Arab catas-* 
tropbes: in 1948. 1967 and 
1989. 

Masri said there was one 
positive element in the region 
at this time: The Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. “It is the only lit torch in 
the Arab darkness and the 
practical and realistic indication 
that the Palestinian people will 
not die," be said. 

But be lamented that the 
uprising was not receiving the 
support it deserves from the 
Arab Nation. "This intifada, 
which is asking very little from 
its brothers, suffers from the 
injustice of its brothers,” he 
said. 

“It does not receive the 
financial and political support 
needed, and its mention has 
become a normal affair in Arab 
politics." 

He pointed out that Jordan, 
“the twin of Palestine and the 
first defence line, also suffers 
from its brothers and friends.” 
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‘No shift in Soviet stand* 


(Condoned fresu page 1) 
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Jews to Israel, Andropov said the 
right of cmqyaott to -reegin their 
Soviet- passpvots was not~p*n of 
existing laws. "We air now work- 
ing towards the ammefanrnt of the- 
regulatKMS to allow emigrants to 
retain tbeir passports," the Soviet 
official aauL. r 

AtUiropav-~veiicjn«oily. rejected 
~tba new. Soviet ' 


y 


bad gravt rcpcroi o kHa ' 
Palestinian people. 

“We simply cannot, prevent 
citizens from leaving tile counny," 
he . argued. “Bttf yon cannot say 
that we are cawing damage to the 
Palestinians; after, afl, we c an no t 
influence nor regulate the im- 
migration of Soviet jews,” he swL 

"How can . we.. influence the 
American Congress or make it 
, ; increase ttenumber of Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants in foe occupied 
territories and sad that Soviet au- 
thorities as /a policy, explain to 
“Jewish emigrants foe kgalnannof 
foe WesrBanfc and Gaza Strip and 
foe pertaining -wtemifaxml laws. 

“We ore doing all of that; bur 
tdi us how can we stop the process 
. : (of Israel settling Jewish imnrig- 
< rants in the -occupied lands.” he 
said. 

" The' official dismissed sugges- 
tion- by some Western analysis 
: and academics that perestroika has 
...given nap to a new wave of fierce 
. anti-eesxutism threatening Soviet 

- . Jews, who "are desperately seek- 

ing to leave." 

“Such ■ assessments exaggerate 
-foe influence erf some groups,” he 
sadd pointing out that Soviet au- 
thorities' do not' support or agree' 
V with ideas pefonoted by Pamyar.an 
extreme. Russian natkmatisz group. 
'*_-..*H©w abbot the official Soviet 
position and the views and trends 

- Which are expressed in foe Soviet 
press and media against such 
vfcws?" he posed a counter qoes- 




, /Andropov said Moscow had 
not shelved its offer m host a direa 
Israeli- Palestinian dia lo gu e. The 
idea was first aired by Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze: 
.foiling fan Middle East lour last 
year. Andropov said there was no 
change in the Soviet position," but 
these contacts should be preUsua* 
ary to and Knkedwith preparations 

■for an btcroationar peace confer- 
aoce.” 

' Andropov said that Moscow re- 
mains committed toad internation- 
al peace conference in which all 
-parties involved ip the conflict, 
mdodmg foe FLO, should . lake 
port. 

* T do not flunk that there baa 
boea. any . major change on the 
Soviet position" since ShevanJ- 
sadzA riot to the Middle East, he 
sakL : - ■ -- - . 

■- Aiked/how foe near changes 
wifom fot context of perestrofoa 
were affecting t raditi o n a l Soviet 
support for national liberation 
movements, Andropov denied foot 
there, w # shift, in foe pofitiad 
approach^- “From a pofitied pen* 
pcctive wc wfll costume to support 

national liberation movements, but 
te -deference -wiB be- reflected is - 
foe means of .this political sup- 
pott/Vhe raointamefo f- • 

/ Andropov r e fi ned to elaborate. _ 
;or give specific detailed examples 
but sank The mofofitaUiOB* is the 
means of support ace largely die- 


modifications in foe forms and 
means of support for foe Palesti- 
nian movement, but iIh* change 
will not influence foe political sup- 
port -for foe organisation. 

Asked whether be thought foe 
shift to the right in Eastern Europe 
would have a tremendous influ- 
ence on foe Soviet political pro- 
. cess, A nd ropo v reviewed the dif- 
ferences between the two situa- 
tions. - • • 

• “L do not dunk that a-omilar . 
process can be repeated in foe 
Soviet Union — it is not possible to 
make paralkis -between the two 
situations,” he argued, but con- 
ceded that bis country was facing 
"a very complicated situation." 

Andropov, son of foe late Presi- 
dent Yuri Andropov, dismissed 
_rcpOrts that President Mikhail 
"Gorbachev was in real danger and 
tiur the Communist Party was in 
jeopardy as a result of foe sweep- 
ing c hang e s in his conn try and in 
Eas ter n Europe. “There is no 
doubt that the train (of change) is 
moving with a great speed that is 
continuously accelerating, but it 
does not mean that the Communist 
Party is about to collapse." be said. 

Asked whether be believed that 
the current changes in Europe 
would in cr eas e European influence 
m the Middle East ax foe expense 
of the Americans. Andropov, an 
expert on European affairs, ruled 
out p o s sibiti ri c s for an immediate 
decline of the U.S. rote. 1 There is 
not threat to the American rote or 
“influence, which cannot be dimi- 
nished or underestimated either in 
Europe or the Middle East at this 
. stage .of our h i stor y," he said. 

But be went cm to say that the 
future-rote of Europe would be 
determined to a large extent by foe 
idea of foe reunification of foe two 
Germany* and what he described 
as "putting the European house in 
order." He called for new struc- 
tures and order in Europe and 
ex pre ss ed a belief in “a common 
European bouse" involving aU 
countries and systems in Europe. 

Andropov left Jordan for Syria 
as parr of a tour in prepa r a ti on for - 
a Mediterranean security confer- 
ence scheduled to be held in Spain 
next -September. The conference 
will be attended by 35 countries 
and win discuss insure of arms 
control as well as ecological prob- 
lems. 


Icngtf oBqw for ffieramc forms 

of support for national Hbc t ati o a 
movanents. 1 * ■■ 

He expiated .flat the samc op- 
phed to the PLO to the extent of 


Shamir 


(Cantirad from page 1) 


scheme with Israel, 

But it did not say specifically 
whether Arab Jerusalem resi- 
dents could participate in elec- 
tions or be on the negotiating 
team. 

D.S. proposals tried to exploit 
this vagueness to meet Palesti- 
nian demands that Jerusalem foe 
subject to negotiation and that 
Arab Jerusalem Palestinians be 
allowed to participate in the elec- 
tions and in a 10-member Pale&i- ■ 
man delegation to preliminary 
talks with Israel 

Another policy plank in a 
Likud-led government would 
“stress that Israel will not speak 
to the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation)." said the official. 

Moshe Zeev Feldman, a law- 
maker of the ultra-orthodox Agu- 
dat Israel party, said that Daniel 
Kuxtxcr, a top adviser to Baker, 
left open the possibility that U.S. 
proposals could be revised. 


All set for ‘right of return’ march 


(Continued from page 1) 


counting Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion," an advertisement by Zarqa 
Deputy Bassam Haddadin said 
Sunday. 

However, until late Sunday, it was 
evident that certain political group- 
ings would not officially participate in 
the march nor yould they express 
public 'support forjfZ .. mt r m wm 

The Palest jneCKcra u o a Organist 
' tioti (PLO) has ^pressed its support 
for the march “to Palestine," but a 
representative who spoke to foe Jor- 
dan Times on condition of anonymity 
maintained that foe PLO’s backing 
“wiB remain detached." 

“Some Palestinian personalities 
might participate in foe march but not 
as an expression of official support for 
it," the PLO representative said. 

The Muslim Brotherhood held a 
press conference Sunday in which it 
announced that while it was not parti- 
cipating in the march it was "not 
c a l ling on our supporters to boycott 
it," (sec story on page 3). 

The main problem against the par- 
ticipation of certain political trends is 
seen by observers as an “indication of 
these political parties' rejection of the 
peaceful features of foe march." 

One political analyst pointed out 
tha t wh ile the "right of return" is an 
objective for all Palestinians regard- 
less of ideology or affiliation, 
“accepting the existence of an Israeli 
state is not." 

Although the PLO has puMidy 
recognised Israel’s right to exist, its 
reluctance to publicly support foe 
march “is an attempt at making 
amends with the view of the Islamists 
within h« body,” one observer said. 

The Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP), foe 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) as wdi as most 
Arab nationalists and Baathists are 
expec te d to take part in the march “in 


full force," sources said. 

Youth organisations and women’s 
federations and associations have also 
called on their members to participate 
and provided transportation to the 
valley. 

Jordan Valley municipalities and 
farmer’s unions called on Ghor resi- 
dents to welcome the participants in 
■the march and proceed with them to 
1 the bridge. ’’ 

Iir yesterday’s final' session of foe-' 
profe ssio nal unions representatives' 
meeting which preceded foe march 
three working papers were discussed. 
They dealt with foe threats of Soviet 
Jcwhh immigration, Palestinian hu- 
man rights and practical ways to 
support the Palestinian uprising. 

In- foe mornings session of Sunday's 
meetings Dr. Muhammad Faeq, 
secretary general of the Arab Orga- 
nisation for Human Rights, delivered 
a working paper on “human rights 
and the right of return for foe Palesti- 
nian people." 

Faeq detailed legal documents and 
international resolutions supporting 
the Palestinians' “right of return" and 
Named the delay in its implementa- 
tion to “lack of Arab power to ex- 
ecute these deciskmi." 

“This is our right. International law 
backs us. But we lack the strength to 
support the implementation of these 
rights,” Faeq said. 

He linked the Palestinians' right of 
return to Soviet Jewish inmugratioa 
into foe occupied territories. “There 
is no way to summarise facts and 
bring them closer to foe truth than 
connecting Soviet immigration into 
Palestine and foe right of the Palesti- 
nian people to return to tbeir home- 
land," be said. 

“We have to support the struggle 
for our just cause which the whole 
world has incepted as our given right 
for half a century now., we have no 
right to sit back and not pressure for 
it,” Faeq concluded. 


In the afternoon session. Dr. 
Mohammad A1 Rumeiby. editor in 
chief of Kuwait’s A! Arabi magazine, 
delivered a short working paper enti- 
tled “an attempt to crystallise practic- 
al proposals to support the intifada." 

Rumeihy brought together several 
ideas aimed at protecting the stead- 
fastness of (he intifada by highlighting 
foe loopholes in Arab support for the 
revolt. ■-."i 


His main and moat profound com- 
plaint stemmed from' his feeling that 
“some governments stands today 
short of fulfilling their financial 
obligations” to the intifada. 

Rumeihy called on Arab govern- 
ments to adopt foe example of the 
Palestinian people’s struggle inside 
the occupied territories. “The intifa- 
da is not foe property of one political 
ideology over another or one party 
over another, it is the property of all 
foe Palestinian people regardless of 
tbeir different beliefs, ideologies or 
soda] strata., it is a white page in foe 
Arab history and it remains our duty 
to maintain it." 


“Regardless of their political affi- 
liations. the Palestinians are main- 
taining the maximum level of unity," 
Rnmefoy pointed out. 

He called for foe establishment of a 
“medical project" in Jordan to treat 
Palestinians injured in the uprising. 
“The enemy has tried to utilise the 
open bridges policy to its favour, and 
tins b our opportunity to do the 
same,” be said. 

Rumeihy called for a change in the 
political and media policies of the 
different Arab governments with a 
view to “leaving behind the rhetoric 
and concentrating ' on restructuring 
our style in presenting our problems 
to .the world." 

“International opinion understands 
facts and accepts them but not rhetor- 
ic and poetry." he said. 


Awareness is growing 
in the West of realities 


of Jewish immigration 


By Lamis K. Andoni 


This is the first pan of a 
three-part analytical report 
on a symposium held in 
Amman last week on "U.S. 
policy in the Middle East." 


ALTHOUGH one of the 
main factors shaping the West- 
ern attitude towards Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Israel 
remains “commitment to Jew- 
ish human rights." there is an 
increasing awareness of the 
grave reperenssaons of the mas- 
sive immigrant influx on the 
Middle East peace process and 
Palestinian national rights. 

This rather slow albeit impor- 
tant shift was reflected in dis- 
cussions held here last week 
among Arab intellectuals and 
politicians and a group of prom- 
inent Middle East experts from 
the University of Harvard. It 
was particularly expressed in 
the concluding assessments of 
the participants in die sympo- 
sium. held under the title 
"American policy in the Middle 
East” and organised by the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF) 
between May 5-7. In the final 
session, the participants drew 
the attention of world govern- 
ments to the dangers posed to 
the peace process by Soviet 
Jewish immigration and blamed 
some Western countries for not 
absorbing enough number of 
Soviet emigrants and thus forc- 
ing them to opt for Israel. 

Judging by the two-day dis- 
cussions and most of the work- 
ing papers submitted, the appa- 
rent gradual shift could be attri- 
buted to a number of factors: 

— Moscow’s endorsement of 
a liberal and open policy re- 
garding emigration of its 
citizens, particularly Jews, has 
ironically diminished the im- 
portance of the issue as strictly 
a case of human rights. After 
all. as some participants 
argued, the doors are now wide 
open for Jews as well as others 
to leave the Soviet Union. 

— ; Israeli statements emph- 
asising the need for new immig- 
rants to fulfil the dream of 
"greater Israel" as well as the 
practices of the occupation au- 
thorities — particularly the re- 
cent takeover by government- 


backed settlers of a church- 
owned hostel in the Christian 
quarter of Arab Jerusalem — is 
drawing growing attention to 
the aims of settling Soviet Jews 
in Israel. 

— In some ways — despite its 
grave consequences — the issue 
of Soviet immigrants seems to 
be refocusing the attention on 
die Palestinian people's right to 
return and self-determination. 

— The U.S. curb on the 
number of Soviet emigrants it is 
ready to absorb is raising 
doubts among some Western 
and American academic intel- 
lectuals about American con- 
cern over “the plight of the 
Soviet Jews" and the Middle 
East peace process. 

Presenting a paper on the 
impact of the end of the cold 
war on the Middle East, Dr. 
Everret Mendelson from Har- 
vard bluntly declared that the 
U.S. had demonstrated “a mor- 
al failure on the issue." It pro- 
voked U.S. Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Roscoe Suddarath to coun- 
ter that there was no deliberate 
American policy to limit the 
number of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants to the U.S. 

In the final analysis, the 
points mentioned above could 
provide a basis for Arab action 
on the international level to 
counter Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine. Nevertheless, 
the discussions at the ATF also 
indicated that there are impor- 
tant points of disagreement be- 
tween the Arab perspective and 
the American approach even 
among those who basically 
oppose the encroachment on 
.Palestinian national rights and 
adverse impacts on the peace 
process. 


Jews to leave the Soviet Union 
but the practical impacts of 
tbeir influx to Israel on the 
peace process and Palestinian 
rights. 

Moreover, while most Amer- 
ican academics who condemn 
the exclusion of Palestinian 
rights try to draw a symmetrical 
relationship between Soviet 
Jewish immigrants’ rights and 
Palestinian rights, Arabs resent 
such an argument. In a brief 
intervention during the final 
session. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan argued 
that there could not be symmet- 
ry between the right of Soviet 
Jews to leave the Soviet Union 
and the Palestinian people's 
national right to self-determina- 
tion and to return to their 
usurped homeland. For many 
Arab participants, drawing 
such a symmetrical relationship 
would substantiate the right of 
Jews, regardless of their coun- 
try of origin, to settle in Israel 
or the occupied Arab territories 
at the expense of the in- 
digeneous Arab population. 


Another significant differ- 
ence is that while Arabs view 
the settlement of Soviet Jews in 
Israel “proper" as a prelude to 
a mass eviction of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 
Western academics are very 
careful to make a clear distinc- 
tion between settling the im- 
migrants in Israel and moving 
them to the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


The issue is still dealt with, to 
varying degrees, as a basic hu- 
man right case and priority is 
almost always given to Jews’ 
right to leave the Soviet Union. 
This was particularly evident 
when, in the process of drafting 
the conclusions of the Amman 
symposium, several American 
academicians almost automati- 
cally stated support for Soviet 
Jews’ right to emigrate as the 
number one item. The initial 
draft drew expressions of strong 
resentment from Arab partici- 
pant who argued that the issue 
at stake was not the right of the 


This Western attitude — 
apparently for fear of being 
accused of opposing "Jewish 
human rights" — has so far 
prompted the Arabs, including 
die Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), to avoid direct 
and explicit opposition to 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel "proper.” 

But in the symposium the 
issue was tackled in a more 
candid manner. Arab partici- 
pants, particularly His Majesty 
King Hussein's Political Advi- 
sor Adnan Abu Odeh. strongly 
argued that Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Israel fits into 
Israel’s systematic policy of 
annexing the occupied territor- 
ies and creating new facts on 
the ground that would obstruct 
die peace process. 
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Iraq to raise oil price 
issue at Arab summit 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq and 
otber Arab oil exporters, hurting 
from low prices, may tack'e Gulf 
producers over output levels at 
this month's Arab summit, re- 
gional oil officials said Sunday. 

“I do not have the slightest 
doubt that the issue will be dis- 
cussed somehow, somewhere 
durig the summit,” a senior Gulf 
oil official told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

If prices fall further between 
now and May 28 Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
are sure to face pressure to cut 
output, said the official, who reg- 
ularly attends meetings of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

The Arab summit in Baghdad 
has been called mainly to focus 
anger over the influx of Soviet 
Jews to Palestine. 

But officials said that on the 
sidelines of the summit Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, sup- 
ported by fellow OPEC members 
Algeria, Libya and non-OPEC 
Egypt, and Oman, was likely to 
ask Gulf Arab oil producers to 
limi t output in an effort to raise 
prices. 

At a meeting of the 13 OPEC 
oil ministers in Geneva on May 3, 
.Iraq tried but failed to obtain 
strong commitments from Kuwait 
and the UAE to return to their 
output quotas. 

Instead, the group opted for 
voluntary cuts intended to raise 
prices to OPECs minimum refer- 
ence price of S18 a barrel. If 
implemented, the cuts would take 
away about six per cent of 
OPEC's total production of 
around 23.3 million. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil exporters, has already 
signalled it wants higher prices. 
Saudi Oil Minister Hisham Nazer 


told Reuters May 4 that the king- 
dom would not produce “a single 
barrel’* above its OPEC share of 
S.38 million. 

UAE and Kuwait, with re- 
serves that could last more than 
130 years at present production 
levels, want OPECs reference 
price of $18 a barrel to stay 
unchanged until at least 1991 to 
encourage recent growth in de- 
mand. 

Golf based oil industry execu- 
tives say Kuwait will only cut half 
the 400,000 barrels per day (trpd) 
promised at the OPEC meeting, 
remaining above its OPEC quota 
of 1.5 million. 

The UAE has said it would 
reduce production by 200,000 
bpd, but surprised OPEC dele- 
gates when it announced that the 
cut would be made from an out- 
put level of 2.1 million instead of 
the widely-expected level of two 
million. 

“If the market does not re- 
spond because some of the 
memebrs are not that serious in 
their commitments, then the issue 
will most probably be raised by 
the Iraqis,” said the official who 
declined to be named. 

‘The Iraqis feel that OPEC 
decisions have not been defini- 
tive,” he said. 

He said President Hussein 
could rely on support from 
Egypt, Libya, Algeria and Oman. 

“You have to look at the coun- 
tries who are hurt most,” the 
official said. 

Better prices are vital for coun- 
tries like Egypt, Algeria and Iraq 
to help them settle foreign debts. 
Unlike rich Gulf Arab producers, 
they do not have spare capacity to 
increase output and benefit from 
the recent surge in world de- 
mand. 

At present, OPECs “basket** 


of light crudes is around $2 below 
the reference price of $18 a 
barrel. 

For the Arab countries, who 
own over 70 per cent of the 
world's proven oil reserves, this 
means a loss of around 32 million 
dollars a day. 

Riyadh In fnmpHBm» 

Saudi Arabia has complied 
with the recent OPEC agreement 
to cut oil production, Nazer said. 

Speaking to journalists in 
Riyadh on his return from a visit 
to the United States, Nazer said 
the kingdom “has executed all 
that it pledged” at the OPEC 
meeting. 

Nazer said the accord was a 
good one, and prices have now 
begun to rise gradually. 

He said the summer period was 
traditionally difficult one for 
crude oil marketing. 

Nazer visited the United States 
last week to review the opera- 
tions of Star Enterprise, the king- 
dom’s U.S. refining and market- 
ing joint venture with Texaco 
Incorporated. 

Later Sunday, Nazer held a 
meeting with his Iraqi counter- 
part Issam A 1 Chalabi daring 
which the two ministers discussed 
the situation in the oil markets 
following the Geneva accord. 
Chalabi was in Riyadh for the 
fifth meeting of the Iraqi-Sandi 
joint commission which he co- 
chairs with Saudi Commerce 
Minister Sule iman A1 Sol aim. 

After the meeting with Nazer, 
Chalabi said be was optimistic 
that all OPEC states will adhere 
to the pact. He said Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq were committed to car- 
rying out the Geneva decisions 
"until we witness an improve- 
ment in oil prices." 







3cus on Bush 
of tax summit 


WASHINGTON (R)— Republi- 
cans in the U.S. Congress, thrown 
off guard by President George 
Bush's decision to call budget 
deficit talks which may open the 
door to higher taxes, are loudly 
reminding him of his campaign 
promises. 

Some of the most strident 
voices belong to conservatives 
intent on keeping alive Bush’s 
1988 campaign pledge that 
Democrats should read his Ups 
when he said: “No new taxes." 

Republican Senator William 
Roth told anti-tax legislators and 
anti-tax groups: “I have a mes- 
sage for the president. Read my 
ups; "Keep the campaign 
pledge.” 

Democrat congressmen are 
equally concerned about the 
meeting Tuesday between the 
Republican president and legisla- 
tors. 

They say that if new taxes are 
imposed to try to reduce the 


budget deficit, they may have to 
take the blame in November’s 
congressional elections. 

Most analysts beUeve higher 
taxes are needed if the adminis- 
tration is to make a serious 
attempt to lower a federal budget 
defidrwhich is expected to top 
$100 billion for the fiscal year 
startiagjGctoher L : <■ ■ 

Some analysts say the deficit 
has driven up U.S. interest rates 
and acted as a drag on the eco- 
nomy. It has also turned the Un- 
ited States into the world's largest 
debtor. 

Bush's chief of staff, John 
Sununu, has said that Democrats 
.may offer new taxes but the 
president will veto them. 

His remarks angered Demo- 
crats, already convinced that the 
Republicans will blame them in 
the November elections for any 
tax increases. 

While Republicans worry that 
Tuesday’s negotiations will in- 
crease taxes. Democratic Senator 



Traders *t Wafl Street, the world’s M g y* finatwtui centre, are 
relieved after economic reports indicated that the U.S. economy is 
experfendng steady but stow growth without high inflation ((Be 
pknto) 

Wall Street 
takes it easy 


George Bosh 

Ernest HoDings, architect of the 
defidt-capping Giamm-Rudman- 
Hollings act, fears that the result 
will be to prevent taxes rising 
high enough. 

Hollings wrote in the New 
York Times on May 6: "If past 
experience is any guide, the 
objective of this ‘summit’... will 
be to concoct the right mix of 
lizard's tail and newt's eye to put 
the American people to sleep 
until after the election.” 
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iztl’s businessmen beat 
ieze on financial assets 


Sy Siepben Powell 
Renter 

RIO DE JANEIRO — The ing- 
enuity of Brazilian businessmen 
has pumped billions of dollars 
back into an already overheated 
economy despite a draconian 
government freeze on financial 
assets. _ 

Faced by an annual inflation 
rate of nearly 5,000 per cent, 
newly-elected President Fernan- 
do Collor de Mello on March 16 
froze most of the money in pri- 
vate bank accounts for an average 
o l two years. 

Toe move on Collors second 
day in office stunned Brazil. Eco- 
nomists described it as one of the 


most severe economic reforms in 
world histoiy. 

Central Bank President Ibra- 
him Eris said the equivalent of 
$85 billion, or more than two- 
thirds of the money in bank 
accounts, had been frozen.. 

Companies had big difficulties 
covering their payroll costs and 
some people predicted there 
would be a severe depression. 

A few weeks later, the talk is 
■different. Economists and finan- 
cial analysts say companies, poss- 
ibly through fraud, have unblock- 
ed a considerable amount of 
money. Fears of a depression 
have receded but inflation has not 
been checked. 

Three major anti-inflation 


plans under Conor's predecessor, 
Jose Sarney, failed to control 
prices and analysts said it was still 
an open question whether Collor 
would be more successful. 

Economist Eduardo Gianetti da 
Fonseca of the University of Sao 
Paulo, who has studied com- 
panies’ attempts to get at their 
frozen funds, said between S10 
and $40 billion had been released 
in a bewildering number of ways, 
both legal and illegal. 

Economy Minister Zelia Car- 
doso de Mello told the business 
newspaper Gazeta Mercantff that 
liquidity had increased from 9.6 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) to 14.1 per cent of 
GDP April 30. She put GDP at 
$350 billion. 


NEW YORK (AP) — In the 
long-running debate over 
whether the American economy 
is growing too fast or too slowly, 
Wall Street has begun to enter- 
tain the possibility that neither 
side is right. 

A surprising ran of statistical 
reports in recent days has promp- 
ted some analysts to toy with the 
idea that' conditions are dose to a 
happy — favouring con- 

tinued &7W but steady growth 
without any drastic change in 
inflation. 

Few people in the forecasting 
business are content simplly to 
proclaim “dear skies ahead" and 
flip the switches off on their 
computer-powered crystal balls. 
As practitioners of the dismal 
science, they are paid to worry 
continuously about whatever 
might go wrong. 

Still, just a few hints that the 
economy might be maintaining a 
healthy, sustainable momentum 
have teen enough to lift the stock 
market to near-record levels of 
late. 

For the moment, neither the 
inflation nor the recession wor- 
ries that have beset the financial 
world in recent months appear to 
have come to fruition. 

‘‘Some economists are con- 
vinced that the economy could 
fall into a recession because there 
is a credit crunch in the financial 
markets,” said Edward Yardeni 
at Prudential-Bache Securities. 
“We’ve argued that this is just 
another scare which will soon 
blow away. 

Optimism vs. pessimism 

"So far the optimistic approach 
seems to be outperforming the 
pessimistic approach to investing, 
although we admit that the first 
four months of the year were not 
kind to bond investors. 

“We believe the inflation scare 
which unnerved the bond market 
is just about over, and the credit 
crunch scare may soon be over as 
well.” 

The mood in the markets be- 


gan to brighten early this month, 
with interest rates having 'hit 
their highest levels in a year. 

The Labour department's re- 
port on April employment, show- 
ing much slower than expected 
growth in jobs, seemed to signal 
that the pace of business wasn’t 
strong enough to support the kind 
of Inflationary expectations . thati 
^ hatl been bmldtag-r- ;: - ,>■!««? $ 
That positive view took "on*? 
some fresh urgency Friday, when 
word came of a 0.3 per cent drop 
in the producer price index of 
finished goods and a 0.6 per cent 
decline in retail sales last month. 

That helped the Dow Jones 
average of 30 industrials post a 
91.22-point gain for the past week 
to 2,801.58, notfar short of the 
record dosing high of 2,810.15 
reached Jan. 2. 

Other readings for the week 
showed the New York Stock Ex- 
change composite index up 6.83 
at 192.24, the NASDAQ compo- 
site index for the over-the-coun- 
ter market up 9.49 at 438.10, and 
the American Stock Exchange 
market value index up 6.77 at 
352.50. 

Volume on the big board aver- 
aged 164.34 million shares a day, 
up from 139.90 million the week 
before. 

The revival of optimism in the 
stock market by no means reflects 
a unanimously rosy view of the 
outlook. 

Indeed, some economists on 
the street lately have lowered 
their estimates of growth for the 
spring and summer months, at 
the same time that others are 
raising their projections. 

Inflation fears die hard, espe- 
cially in the bond market. Furth- 
ermore, analysts remain mindful 
of how frequently and rapidly 
sentiment has shifted among in- 
vestors recently. 

“The economy and inflation 
have given false signals in the 
past,” says the value line in- 
vestment survey in its current 
appraisal of hairiness prospects. 
“Volatility is likely to re main the 
order of the day.” 


draft 
omits key 


BONN (R) — Experts from East 
and West Germany (Knitted some 
key issues when they agreed a 
draft treaty on monetary union, 
Bonn government sources said 
Sunday. 

The treaty, which will form the 
basis for merging the two Ger- 
man economies in July, leaves 
out details on protecting East 
German property from Western 
speculators and on helping East 
German enterprises and farms to 
adapt to a free-market economy, 
the sources said. 

These important issues win in- 
stead be contained in a supple- 
ment to the treaty, they said. 

The experts who prepared the 
treaty agreed that Western inves- 
tors could purchase prop e rty ini 
East Germany if they set up | 
businesses and created jobs ; 
there. 

The draft treaty was finally 
concluded just before midnig ht 
Saturday after a marathon 30- 
hour session. This meant that 
Bonn and East Berlin were still 
on course to introduce the power- 
ful West German mark into East- 
Germany July 2. 

.A Bonn government spokes- 
man said the draft would be 
handed to the two gov ernm ents 
for negotiation and app rov a l this 
week. 

The parties in -West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's ruling 
centre-right coalition are due to 
debate it Tuesday. Kohl will brief 
prime ministers of West Ger- 
many’s states Wednesday and the 
cabinet hopes to approve ' the 
treaty Friday. 

The West German parliament 
should give its stamp of approval 
to the treaty in late June. 

Kohl warned East Germany 
last week that the introduction of 
the West German mark was link- 
ed to sweeping economic re- 
forms, such as property rights for 
; .non-East Gerpians... .... 

“i *The fingi^'Tmrtistgre of tire 
■tw b Gennatiys will meet Monday 
to begin formal talks on the trea- 
ty’s economic consequences. 
Kohl is also expected to meet 
East German Prime Minister 
Lothar de Maizierc informally. 

The Boon sources said tile 
main test was whether East Ger- 
many’s ruling coalition would 
ratify the draft and its supple- 
ments. The Social Democrats, 
junior coalition partners, have 
demanded more protection for the 
poor and elderly. 

East Germans on fixed incom- 
es such as pensioners and the 
poor are expected to suffer most 
when price subsidies are scrapped 
and prices rocket. 

But the experts agreed that no 
pensioners should be worse off 
after monetary union, with the 
state footing the bill. 




Sunday, May 13, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Staling a 
Damcfaemarlc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 
.Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dotdhgidldcr 
SnuLqli crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian banc (for 10) 


Corporations Ignore oppression in battle for Burma 


Sy David Brannstrom 

The Associated Press 


BANGKOK. Thailand — 
Governments worldwide con- 
demned Burma's military rul- 
ers for killing thousands of 
pro-democracy demonstrators 
in 19SS, but international cor- 
porations are vying to exploit 
the country's resources. 

While gov euro men t cut off 
aid to protest the killings, ma- 
jor U.S., Australian, British, 
and Japanese companies have 
secured agreements to extract 
oil in Burma. 

Thailand, which made no 
protest, is exploiting its neigh- 
bour's rich teakwood and fish 
reserves. 

After more than a quarter 
century of socialist isolation- 
ism, Burma is finally inviting 


foreign companies to trade. 
Last year foreign investment 
brought at least a billion dol- 
lars into the impoverish edstate, 
according to Rangoon-based 
diplomats. 

Business executives argue 
that investing in Burma will 
speed development and en- 
courage political liberalisation. 

■But Burmese dissidents and 
others have condemned deal- 
ings with a government that 
bayoneted and shot thousands 
to crush dissent, and is accused 
by Amnesty Internationa] and 
other human rights groups of 
continuing to arbitrarily arrest 
and torture opponents. 

Dissidents say investment 
.will only help entrench the 

junta. The sale of oil, logging 
and fishing concessions also 
threatens to denude the coun- 
try’s natural resources, and 


much of the income is squan- 
dered in Rangoon's war 
against ethnic rebel groups, 
they say. 

“This is not for the benefit of 
the people of Burma, only the 
military government,” said 
Moe Thi Zun, bead of the 
exiled anti-government AU 
Burma Students' Democratic 
Front. 

The junta has promised to 
hold a national election May 
27, but tiie prospect for sub- 
stantive politcal change^ looks 
dim. given that major political 
opponents have teen arrested 
and cannot ran for office. 

Orchestrated election 

Many diplomats predict an 
anny-orchestrated election that 
will hi] to soothe an embittered 
populace. 


Some diplomats beUeve the 
election is aimed less at satisfying 
popular demands for political 
change than at persuading aggres- 
sive trading nations like Japan to 
restart major aid projects and 
promote further investment. 

"If Japan gives approval to the 
vote, then the government will 
have achieved what it set out to.” 
a diplomat said. 

But Japan expressed its disple- 
asure after the junta banned 
opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi from the polls, and has indi- 
cated that it expects to see real 
political changes. 

Before she was put under 
house arrest in July, Suu Kyi said 
investment in the existing govern- 
ment could work against demo- 
cracy. 

“It would be so much better if 
people could put human rights 
issues above economic issues. 


especially in a country like Burma 
where the human rights issue is so 
pressing,” she said. 

But for business, profits come 
first, and some executives con- 
tend that their involvement will at 
least help the Burmese people by 
promoting a healthy economy. 

Since last year, the U.S. oil 
companies Amoco and Unocal; 
Croft and Kirkland from Britain; 
Broken Hill Petroleum of Austra-_ 
iia; Petro-Caoada; the joint Brit- 
ish and Dutch giant Shell; and 
South Korea's Yukong all have 
secured agreements to operate 
onshore in Burma. Idembtu of 
Japan and Britain’s Premier Pet- 
roleum have' agreed to explore 
offshore. 

Pepsi Cola, the U.S. soft- 
drinJring giant, is building a fac- 
tory just outside Rangoon. Last 
year. Coca Cola signed a produc- 
tion agreement. 


Other companies, including 
Daewoo of South Korea, have 
signed joint venture agreements 
and a string* of obscure Thai 
concerns have bought np vast and 
■lucrative timber and fishing con- 
cessions. 

Last month the U.S. senate 
unanimously approved a bill by 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
banning all imports from Burma. 
Critics say such moves are hypoc- 
ritical while U.S. companies are 
not barred from operating in the 
country. 

But diplomats say governments 
cannot keep companies out of 
Burma without approving draco-, 
man sanctions like those against 1 
apartheid in South Africa. 

“Obviously we like to stay out 
of politics,” said Pepsi’s Barry 
Shea, noting his company had i 
beaten rival Coca Cola into j 
Burma. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 14, 199# 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 
cwcd a t TCMneiirreS: cific ideas now by which. van ran 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Your charm, energy and a con- 
siderable amount of magnetism 
can help you tom : unexpected 
problems into advantages today. 
Keep a highly objective point of 
view and enjoy the good aspects. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day and evening when your usual 
activities are of first importance 
and by doing them with your most 
skill you out make 'extra o rdinary 
progress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An 
excellent time for planning every 
aspect of whatever amusement yon 
like the most and get congenial 
companions to consent to go with 
yon. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your judgment is fine bow you can 
increase the accord between yon 
and family members but for best 
results don't hesitate but make 
changes at once. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't be emotional but in 
any communications or calls make 
a point to be very cool and practic- 
al and you get a reputation for 
common sense. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are a generous spender and in ail 
money matters but this is the day 
when you see ways to buQd up your 
resources so you will have more 
assets. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have very productive spe- 


bring to yourself more of the per- 
sonal benefits which mean the 
most to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a backlog of duties to 
get caught np on and this is as 
excellent time to do so as- well as 
blueprinting your futnre wisbes 

carefully. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Some friend who is very 
particular in doing everything to 
perfection can understand your 
needs and greatly assist you in 
a ttainin g them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Outside activities of 
all kinds are the best media by 
which you can utilize your abilities 
to fullest advantage both today and 
tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be openmmded to all 
kinds - of advanced and new in- 
terests now awaiting to come into 
your life and they could be de- 
veloped to your benefit. . 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) An excellent day and even- 
ing for you to analyze and size up 
both what your greatest potential 
in assets as weU as your obliga- 
tions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to. Much 20) 
You have the chance to have ex- 
tended co n v e rs a tions with' various 
partners and associates and to ar- 
rive at a new meeting of minds with 
them. 



“Thin people do not use gravy 
as a beverage!” 



THAT SCfiAMBLB) WORD GAME 
by-Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscrambl e t lw a a four Jumbtea, 
one letter to each square^ to form 
four onSnary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HEAVY YOUTH TUSSLE DISOWN 
Answer His aptitude for platitude creates this in Ms 
audience — LASSITUDE 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


WHmCanfrw 


ACROSS 
1 Way 
5 Are 

appropriate 
10 George or 
Artie 

14 wild goat 

15 Sp. cathedral 
city 

IQ Chopin or 
Conrad 

17 PookJe and 
Hippy's co- 
star 

19 Due 

20 More exciting 

21 Thrusts out 
23 Oft 

25 Natural 

26 Catamarans 
29 Imbeelle 

32 Lever 
35 Make eyes at 
38 Free 

38 Beetle mate 
38 Platform 

40 Pergola 

41 Okefenokee 
character 

42 Hostelry 

43 Supernatural 
beings 

44 March 15th 

45 Dapper 

47 Tiny 

48 Elegance 

49 Puppeteer 
• Tony 

51 Recognize 
53 One-maatera 
57 Squirrels 
away 

61 ‘Typea" shelf 
partner 

62 Kernin'* gang 

84 Prefix with -rail 
or tone 

85 Rusted 
68 District 

67 Metals 

68 Chic 
'89 Try out 

DOWN 

1 — Kogy 

2 Woodwind 

3 Pas de — 



4 Makes C3 

amends 

5 Iraq port l& 

6 A Gabor ir 

7 Tickler *■ 

8 Holly 

9 Soupcon in 

10 One of a pair? fr 

11 TV Idol of I* 

yore PL 

12 Nautical word 

13 Joins |L 

18 Evergreens H 

22 Criticises E 

24 Medicinal jjjjj 

plant nr 

26 Noted sculptor mi 

27 Guam city IS! 

28 Fred or Wilma 
30 Fkie fur 

-31 Scurfs 46 i 

33 Gabriel e.g. 43 j 

34 Unbind 

36 Needlefish so j 

37 April powers? 52 \ 

41 GWTW sunt 5a 1 

43 Begfnner 


Yesterday's Paste. Salviid; 


.nnn nnnn nnnr 
nran nnnn nnn-v 

innn nnrira ranr?: 

mnn^nrannriRnr^ 

.nnn nnnn 
nnn nnnrers 
nnnran nnnr - 
inucinnnnnrm ‘Y/m 
inn nnnriri nm 

— I nnn r« n - 


No-nos 

Daytime TV 

dnms 

Portals 

Squarely 

Crooner - 

Parry 


54^odd ■' " 
--55 Damet- 

56 Withered' ■ 

•' 59 stKMhenaans 
6 a Emm letters ’ 
63Hambres-’- 
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QOREN BRIDGE 


WVTK DMAR RHAR1F 
8 TAIMAM HtRSCH ' 

SWI Trite* Ups* teoteis Wc. 


THE GRANDEST COUP 


- Both vulnerable. South 4cals. 

NORTH 

-. '- -4 J'.. . .-. . 

<? A X 6 4 3 
0 A 9 6 4 
4. A K Q 

WEST EAST 

4 9 5 4 K 10 7 - • 

V J 9 7 «? Q 10 8 - ' 

4 K Q J 8 0 W7 5 2 

* 10 752 * J 9 3 

SOUTH - 

* A Q 3 « 6 4 2 
752 

$ 3 

* *64 

The bidding; .- ._ .. . 

Sooth West North East 

3 .4 : Puss 6.4 Pjes 

7 * . . .P ms Pass ' Pass . . . 

Opening lead:" Kins of fr 

- Bridge players have notoriously 
' poor memories. They forget rheir 

disasters- quick Ij- and remember 
only, their been. triumphs. Tramp 
. Coup Tommy was no exception. Al- 
though his checkbook should have 
served as a reminder of whffl the 
■ game cost him. Tie entered 1990 in 
the "best of spirits because of this, 
hand. ... 

North's jump to ax spades was a 
reasonable gamble. His hand rated 
to cover ail ot South's side-suit tos- 
as, so slam would depend only on 
Tommy having a one -loser suit for 
..his .vulnerable preempt. Tommy's 
. grand-slam venture was the sort of 
_ insane action that made hinusuch an 
-irritating partner with the rest of the 


dub members. 

The icing of diamonds opening 
lead was won in dummy and the 
jade of trumps was finessed success- 
fully. Most declarers would have 
cashed the ace is the hope of drop- 
ping a doubloon king, but not 
Tammy. Such a simple Sue of play 
would have belied his name ! 

Two high dubs and a high heart 
served as entries for three diamond 
-ruffs. The other high heart was used 
to raff a heart, reducing the hand to 
this position: 

NORTH ' 

4 — 
v 64 
0 — 

* Q 

WEST EAST 

4 9 * K 10 

r _ v — 

ir — 5 — ■ 

* 10 7 4 3 

SOUTH 
4 A Q 

v — 

* 8 

Declarer crossed to the table with 
a dub to lead a heart and East was 
dead. No matter what he did. Tom- 
my's A Q of spades were poised to 
take the last two tricks! Game, set 
and match. 

• For Information aboni Charles 
Corel's newsletter for bridge play- 
ers, write Gorcn Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426. Orlando, Fla. 32862- 
4426. 
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Tel: 677420 


Traineau, Cicot top 
judo contenders 



FRANKFURT (R) — Ught- 
beavywdghl Slcpbane Traineau 
finally won his first major title 
Saturday by beating West Ger- 
many’s Olympic silver medallist 
Marc Moiling on home ground in 
die finals of the European Judo 
Championships. 

The French women had cause 
to celebrate as well with 
heavyweigh Christine Cicot win- 
ning her first big crown, defeating 
another West German, Regina 
Sigmund, in the final. 

But French favourite and dou- 
ble world middleweight cham- 
pion Fabien Canu. hoping to win 
a fourth European tide in a row, 
lost at the semifinal stage to Axel 
Uobscnsiein of East Germany and 
had to be satisfied with a bronze. 

Traineau, who bad promised so 
much when be first appeared on 
the international scene three 
yean ago, bad a long, tough fight 
against Meiling before winning 
on decision. 

The result was fritscrating for 
Meiling who had eliminated 
world and European champion 
Koba Kurtanidze of the Soviet 
Union in the semifinals. 

The Soviet Union won two of 
the four men’s weight categories 
disputed cm the first of two days 


Netherlands wins 
hockey championship 


SYDNEY (R) — The Nether- 
lands won their third successive 
women’s World Cup Hockey title 
Sunday, scoring a convincing 3-1 
victory over jaded Olympic 
champions Australia in the fund. 

For the Dutch, who conceded 
only one goal in the season games 
of the tournament, it was sweet 
revenge for Australia’s semifinal 
victory over them in Seoul. 

— Their controlled display of 
strength and skill reaffirmed 
Dutch dominance of a sport in 
which they have won five our of 
seven world cops. 

Top seeds Australia, playing in 
their first world cup final, looked 
tired despite the vocal support of 
the borne crowd and were unable 
to counter the Dutch women’s 
mastery of the short comer which 
earned the third seeds two goals. 

Sweeper Lisanne Lejeune 
opened the scoring after only 
eight minutes when, from a short- 
comer, she slammed the ball jnpt 
inside the .left hanif post past- the ; 
despairing dive of Australian 
goaJminder Maree Fish. 

It has Lejeune’s eight goal, six 
of which came from short cor- 
ners, making her the event’s top 
scorer. She was voted player of 
the tournament. 

Australia only threatened in 
breakaways and wasted a great 
chance seconds before halftime 
when Salty Carbon made a 30- 
metre run, outpacing two defen- 
ders before crossing toJacqme 
Pereira who shot narrowly wide. 

The Netherlands second goal, 
one of the best of the competition 
came after Wietske de Ruiter 
slipped round three defenders be- 
fore flicking the ball past Fish 
from an acute angle near the 
goalline. 


To their credit Australia struck 
back immediately to score the 
first goal the Dutch had con- 
ceded. From a penalty comer in 
the 39th minute Rechelle Hawkes 
flicked the ball over the Dutch 
defence. It hit the underside of 
the bar and bounced down just 
over the line. 

The Dutch snuffed out Austra- 
lia’s hopes 21 minutes later after 
another penalty comer, Helen 
Van Der Ben slotting home 
under Fish’s body to score their 
19th goal of the tournament. 

Dutch coach Roeland Oltmans 
credited concentration and good 
defensive organisation for the vic- 
tory. 

“I was afraid after 2-1 because 
they put a lot of pressure on our 
defence but the first half went 
vety, very well,** he said. 

Australian coach Brian Glen- 
cross said: “I think the Nether- 
lands played a very disciplined 
game, tactically they stopped our 
flow.” ~ 



f MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENT? FOR 
RENT A SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In -Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and marty other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
p int s cell 
Abdoun Reel Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waol Reel Estate 
Tel: SIMM. SIMM 



The 


Min: 


Mmaret 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED (3 UNITS) VILLA 
OF DISTINCTION 


TfP* 

3-‘b«dJ3 bath flat 
2 b«dJ2 bath apt 
2 badri bam apt 


Aspect 

1st floor 
2nd floor 
2nd floor 


Samattonal Vatu* 

$20,000 
JO 4.500 
JO 3.500 


All units Include: Fully lined kitchen, W&D, personal 
parking space, T.V. & video mom, phone and lovely 
garden. 

Rarely available and potentially stunning m a presti- 
gious location for foreign personals only. 

For further Info, pi e*— call: 

Teh 83347* - 83347*. 


.1 J.Vii ' M.'ikI 


Each consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, 2 bathrooms. 
Location: Jabal Amman - Al Malfof Al Sharqie, near 
Hisham Hotel. 

For more Information please call tel. 810415. 
810416, Amman 


of finals. 

Their Soviet Union won two of 
the four men’s weight categories ; 
disputed on the first of two days 
of finals. 

Their most- i m pres s ive victor , 
was Sergey Kossorotow, a bronze 
medallist at last year’s European 
championships in Helsimk, who 
won all his fights with maximum 
Scores. 

With a level of groundwork 
skill r arely se en among the 
heavyweights, he turned Harry. 
Van Bameveld of Belgium into 
an armlock to win the final in 
superb style. 

Kossorotow’s compatriot 
Bachir Varaev retained his light- 
middleweight title with ease, 
throwing himgarian Zsolt Zsol- 
dos in the final. 

Waldemar Legien, Poland’s 
Olympic light-middleweight 
champion, made a striking debt 
in the middleweight category, 
winning the title and using his 
famous drop shoulder throw to 
good effect. 

Legien, who surprised himself 
with his success, said a doctor had 
advised him not to diet down to 
light-middleweight because of 
kidney problems. 


thrills 

crowds 

IMOLA, Italy (R) — I talian Ric- 
cardo Patrese thrilled a huge 
crowd Sunday when he took Us 
Williams to a stylish victory in an 
incidnet-packed San Marino 
Grand Prix motor race. 

Patrese, driving in his 195th 
grand prix, claimed the third win* 
of his career in a time of one hour 
30 minifies and 55.478 seconds. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger is a 
McLaren ws second ahead of 
another Italian Alessandro Nan- 
nini in a Benetton. 

The fact that two Italians 
finished in tbs first three went 
some way towards allaying the 
disappointment of local fans at 
seeing only one Ferrari complete 
the distance. 

That was driven by world 
champion Alain Prost of France 
who came home fourth ahead of 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet in the 
second Benetton and Frenchman 
Jean AJcsi who was sixth in his 
Tyrrell. 

Nigel Mansell of Britain retired 
with a blown engine in his Ferrari 
after 38 laps. 


Seles crushes Navratilova, 
wins Italian tournament 


ROME (R) — Yugoslavian 16- 
year-old Monica Seles crushed 
top seed Martina Navratilova 6*1, 
6-1 to win the Italian Open 
women’s tennis championship in 
spectacular style Sunday. 

Third-seeded Seles never 
allowed the American — more 
than twice her age — to settle 
down and she dominated the 
court with her fast and accurate 
two-handed game. 

For Navratilova it was her third 
final in five appearances at a 
tournament she has never man- 
aged to win. For Seles it was a 
remarkable debut at the day 
court event. 

Seles, winning her fourth 
tournament final in s uc ces sio n, 
extended her current unbeaten 
run to 20 matches and now looks 
the biggest threat to world num- 
ber one Steffi Graf of West Ger- 
many, an absentee here, for the 
French Open title later this 
month. 

The fragile-looking Yugoslav 
dropped only 14 games in five 
matches as she powered her way 
to victory here. 

Navratilova had won her three 
previous dashes with Seles on a 
carpet surface — the last time in 
Washington in February by 6-3, 
6 - 0 . 


*Td never played her on day 
before,” Navratilova said. “The 
ball was very heavy and any 
good serve came right back. I was 
always playing catch-up.” 

Seles’s consistency demoralised 
Navratilova. “I didn’t play my 
very best but I was really consis- 
tent today,” the Florida-based 
Yugoslav said. 

Seles broke Navratilova in the 
opening game, helped by two 
double faults, and she allowed 
the American former world num- 
ber one to hold her serve only in 
the third game. 

Seles went 4-1 up with two 
brilliant passing shots as Navrati- 
lova, eight-timese Wimbledon 
champion, tried bat foiled two 
make her presence felt at the net. 

The Yugoslav wrapped up the 
first set in 25 minutes and needed 
only two minutes longer in the 
second. 

In the second set, Navratilova 
tried to stage a revival when she 
held service to level at 1-1 and 
took Seles to deuce in the next 
game. 

But Seles, a popular champion 
with the Rome crowd, allowed 
her opponent few more points 
and clinched the title on her first 
match point when Navratilova hit 
into the net. 


Meanwhile, John McEnroe’s 
withdrawal from the men’s Italian 
Open tennis championships has 
compounded the woes of organis- 
ers of the event 

In contrast ;o the high profile 
women's championship, the 
men’s event was deprived from 
the outset of the world’s top four 
-ranked players. 

The 1988 champion Ivan 
Lendl, Boris Becker, Stefan 
Edberg and Andre Agassi de- 
cided to stay away from Rome’s 
Foro I tali co. Lendl has never 
been happy in Rome where he 
has been given a tough time by 
the boisterous crowds on pre- 
vious visits. 

Bur the organisers said Satur- 
day they were trying up to the last 
minute to get big name replace- 
ments for McEnroe and fellow 
American Pete Sampras, who 
both withdrew because of injury. 

McEnroe, who delighted the 
Romans when he played the Ita- 
lian Open in 1987, had been 
expected to make up in no small 
measure for the absence of the 
heavy brigade. 

Now the organisers are worried 
about whether they can attract 
the crowds to the Foro with the 
uninspiring Brad GIben as top 
seed. 


Threats used to motivate 
Yugoslav soccer players 


ZAGREB (R) — Yugoslav coach 
Xvica Osim has been using all 
means at his disposal, including 
public criticism and threats, to 
motivate his players during die 
run-in the World Cup finals. 

Osim has directed his fiercest 
words towards the team's key 
creative influence and undoubted 
star Dragan Stojkovic. He said he 
thought too much of himself as 
the Maradona of the East and 
suggested be had failed to apply 
sufficient attention to his own 
form instead of his image. 

He even hinted he might con- 
sider the unthinkable and drop 
Stojkovic, who has signed a pre- 
liminary agreement to join 
Marseille after the World Cup, 
from his squad in a bid to rekin- 
dle his best form. 

It was a risky move, but it 
worked: 

In his frbt league 'appearance 
for Red Star Belgrade after the 
stinging attack, Stojkovic was 
back to his best. 

He organised most of Red 
Star’s play, produced a succession 
of long passes to all parts of the 
pitch and helped lead his team 
mates to their 18th win of the 
season. 

Osim ws delighted but said his 
threats were serious. “It wasn't 
only that I wanted to frighten 
Stojkovic. I was serious. He real- 


ly was not good enough for me,” 
bfi said. 

He admitted it would have 
been a disaster to drop the player 
who did most to ensure Yugosla- 
via’s spectacular and safe qual- 
ification for the finals. 

Siojkovic's form, however, was 
not the only problem. 

He has missed several matches 
this year because erf the recurr- 
ence of an old knee injury. 

“If s an old injury which keeps 
coming bade, but I am not too 
worried,” said Stojkovic. “With 
careful maintenance and not too 
intense preparation before Italy, 
I can esily survive without drastic 
treatment.” 

Stojkovic, holder of 21 caps 
and scorer of five international 
goals, is considered Yugoslavia’s 
outstanding player and the most 
feared member of the Red Star 
ode too.- - 

This means he has frequently 
been the target of rival defenders 
keen to reduce the amount of 
punishment he can inflict. 

“That certainty doesn’t help,” 
said Stojkovic. “They all think 
that the simplest way to stop Red 
Star is to stop me.” 

Stojkovic is certain the World 
Cup will be crucial to his future. 
“The time has come to think of 
the future, which is obviously 


outside Yugoslavia for me,” be 
said. “I naturally want to shine in 
Italy.” 

Born into a fanatical soccer 
family, Stojkovic was named af- 
ter Red Star’s famous former 
international star Dragan Dzajic. 

Five years ago, Dzajic, now a 
team director, called the talented 
young forward to Belgrade from 
the Serbian provincial centre of 
Nis. Stojkovic has never locked 
bade. 

He adapted quickly to both his 
new team and the big city and 
now revels in all the trappings of 
stardom, including hiding behind 
sun-glasses and die tinted win- 
dows of his Mercedes car when he 
wishes to avoid the fans. 

“He is Yugoslavia's most vital 
player. There is no doubt about 
it,” Osim said. “Dropping him 
from the team would call for a 
complete change of tactics— but I 
am prepared for anything.” 

Osim has already been forced 
to make one major change to his 
team and his tactics because of 
the one-year suspension given to 
defender Mchmed Bazdarevic of 
French dub Sochaux. 

Bazdarevic, who was the first-, 
choice sweeper, was banned after 
spitting at a referee during a 
World Cup qualifying match with 
Norway last September. 

On die brighter side, Osim has 
several youngsters who were 


members of Yugoslavia's trium- 
phant 1987 under-21 team now 
making their mark on the senior 
.side. 

Red Star's Robert Prosinecki 
and Dinamo Zagreb’s Zvonimir 
Bob cn, both 21 , loci: nror*- 

isicT and it is viraialiy 
Osim will include them in his 
squad. 

Both players have ? 

cotrrfe cf appearance. . ■ 

the national team ana have be=:i 
praised for their organising ability 
and powerful shooting. 

Osim is expected to rely heavi- 
ly, however, on the “foreign le- 
gion” of at least seven players 
based with West European dubs 
when be announces his final 
squad. 

His old friend from Sarajevo, 
Safer Susie, is likely to be in- 
cluded at 35. Susie is well re- 
spected by the rest of the team,” 
Osim said. “So including him trill 
also have a psychological effect." 

Susie, who has been with Paris 
St. Germain for the last three 
years and has a French passport, 
played in the World Cup finals in 
1982 when Yugoslavia dismally 
failed to pass the first round. 

Since then he has accumulated 
45 caps and scored a total of 20 
goals. But he still yearns for 
success. “I want to retire with a 
better record,” he said. 


Deluxe furnished flat in Jabal Amman, 6th Circle - Swefieh, 
consisting of 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, telephone. 

Please contact tel: 819200 


Sri Lankan Live-in Maid Wanted 


To work for a small family 

Please call tel. 823355 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, central 
heating, special telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani behind Birds Garden. 

Call tel: 679449 - 667856 



Filippino or Sri Lankan maid needed to work for 
a family and live with them. 

For Information pis. call tel. 826849 from 3:00 
till 9:00 p.m. 


DU PHOSPHATE MINES CO., LTD. 
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Jordan * Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd, 
announces that the dosing date of 
tender no. 10F/90, (the design, supp- 
ly supervision of erection and com- 
missioning of maintenance work shop 
at fertiliser complex in Aqaba), is 
extended until 12:00 hours local time 
Tuesday 26.6.1990, instead of 
26.5.1990. 

WASEF AZAR 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


ANTIQUITIES 

(f interested in old Islamic mai 
scripts, please call 678825 or 6: 


Cfncma _ Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 
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Coup foiled in Madagascar 


3 Bogota car bombs kill 25 


ANTANANARIVO (R) — Rebels seized the state 
radio station on the Twlian Ocean Republic of 
Ma dagascar early Sunday, but the government 
quickly regained control after the coup att em p t 
Jailed to secure mass support. 

After several horns of confo- it was not clear what had hap- 
sion. the government said it was pened to the rebels. 


: n control. Residents in the capit- 
al. Antananarivo, said police 
wore firing tear gas at small 
groups of stone-throwing demon- 
strators supporting the rebels. 


The rebels said their action was 
intended to end 15 years of dicta- 
torship by President Didier Rat- 
siraka and his family which had 
impoverished the country. They 


A rebel group took over Radio named a retired army general as 
Madagascar, the island's only the new head of state before the 



AGASCAR 


r^dio station, shortly after dawn 
ind announced the setting up of a 


radio fell dead. 

Madagascar, one of the poorest 


“republican government of public countries in Africa with per capi- 


safety.' 


ta income of $200 a year, lies 250 


“The Democratic Republic of miles off the East African state of 
Madagascar is replaced by the Mozambique. 


Republic of Madagascar." the 
rebel statement said. 

Four hours later, the radio 
broadcast a communique from 
Prime Minister Victor Ramahhat- 
ru saying: “Ail institutions of the 
state are in place." 

He gave no further details and 


Diplomats and residents said 
4,000 to 5,000 policemen loyal to 
Ratsiraka ringed the radio sta- 
tion. There were no other signs of 
military activity. 

Only a small group of about 
300 protesters responded to a 
rebel appeal to the population to 


take to the streets. They chanted 
anti-government slogans and 
threw stones at the police who 
responded with tear gas. 

It was not dear if General Jean 
Rokotoharison, the man named ' 
in the rebel announcement as the 
new head of state, was personally 
involved in the coup a ttempt. 

It appeared to be a carbon copy 
of a “radio coup” last July when 
sue men seized the station and 
announced an end to Ratsiraka’s 


BOGOTA (AP) — Three car 
bombs exploded Saturday in Col- 
ombia, killing 25 people and 
wounding at least 163 in a wave of 
. attacks apparently carried out by 
drug traffickers, officials and 
radio reports said. 

Two car bombs exploded 
Saturday in shopping areas of 
Bogota* killing at least 19 people 
and wounding 143 — 13 critically, 
the Health Ministry said. 

No one d aimed immediate re- 
sponsibility, but police Col. Jose 
Cameio said the bombs were tb e 
work of drag traffickers. 

Hours later, six people were 
killed and at least 20 more were 
rale. wounded when another car bomb 

Madagascar, a former French exploded outside a restaurant 
colony, has started a programme packed with c u st om ers in the 
of political liberation to compte- southern city of Cab, the Caracol 
ment economic reforms launched Radio network reported. 



INDIAN 

OCEAN 


five years ago. 


Authorities said the bombings 


Political parties not linked to were part of a war between drug 
the ruling coalition were legalised traffickers in Medellin and a rival 
in March. group in Cali for control of the 

About a dozen parties covering New York City cocaine market, 
the entire political spectrum have • Since the war began in 1988, 
since sprang up and diplomats say more than 50 persons have died 


the present dinn»n» on the 
would not favour a coup. 


Aquino wants to keep 
friendly ties with U.S. 

MANILA (R) — President Cora- largest American military bases 
zon Aquino said Sunday, the eve outside the United States, 
of talks on the future of U.S. Former Assistant Defence 
military bases whose lease runs Secretary Richard Armitage ar- 
uu: next year, that the Philippines rived in Manila to head the U.S. 
wanted to preserve friendly rela- team at the talks opening at the 


Bush signs human rights 
proclamation on China 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- Bush has decried “the tragic 
dent George* Bush has signed a consequences of four decades of 
proclamation calling on Peking to Communist rale'* and proposed a 


in bombings targetting Cati cartel 
properties. 

The government has also 


blamed traffickers for dozens of 
bombings that have killed about 
200 people " in the last eight 
months. Many of those bombings 
were aimed at forcing the govern- 
ment to give np its t acti c of 
arresting traffickers and extradit- 
ing them to die United States for 
trial on drag charges there. - 

Hundreds of policemen and 
soldiers swarmed into the 
bombed-out areas of Bogota to 
prevent looting. 

Every available poticeman and 
soldier was ordered into the 
capital's streets to look for more 
bombs and to try to find the 
bombers, the Defence Ministry 
reported. 

The wounded were sent to five 
hospitals and a red cross station, 
which all appealed for blood 
donations. 

The two bombs in the capital 
exploded within minutes of each 
other about 4:15 p.m. (2115 
GMT). One bomb was at the 
Niza Shopping Centre in north- 
ern Bogota and the other at the 
Cafam Shopping Centre- in a' 
working class neighbourhood of 
Qnnigua in northwest Bogota,' 
the radio network RCN reported. 


The two shopping centres were 
packed with people making last 
minu te purchases for Mother’s 
Day the following day when the 
bombs exploded, RCN. reported. 

. The bombs damaged bufidings, 
cars, taxis and buses and set some 
vehicles ablaze. 

Many of those injured in Quiri- 
gua had been passengers aboard a 
commuter bus that was passing by 
when the bomb, estimated to 
contain 220-pounds of dyana- 
arite, exploded, RCN said. 

Four children, including a 4- 
year-old boy ami a 7-year-old 
girl, were among the . dead in 
Quirigua, RCN reported. 

The blast caused extensive 
damage to several buildings, 
radio reports said. 

The bomb in the Niza neigh- 
bourhood exploded in a shopping 
centre parking lot across the 
greet from a new three story 
shopping mall where 20 foot high 
plate glass windows exploded 
upon shoppers inside. 

Two people were killed there, 
said Bogota Mayor Andres Pas- . 
trana in a live broadcast inter- 
view. 



Military to present pared-down 
plans for U.S. defence spending 


tions with the United States. 

But Aquino, speaking on 
national television, gave no hint 


Central Bank building overlook- 
ing Manila Bay. 

The tight security measures 


“respond positively” to the pro- 
democracy aspirations of Chinese 
demonstrators who were violent- 
ly suppressed a year ago. 


“citizens democracy corps" to 
help Eastern Europe rebuild its 
political and legal systems. 

He said the corps’ first job 


Bush signed a congressional would be to set up a clearing- 


whether she would agree to renew were prompted by warnings from 
the lease on the bases, which Communist guerrillas that- they 
Washington considers vital to the would step up attacks on U.S. 
defence of the Pacific and Indian targets to force the removal of the 
Oceans. bases. 

Guerrillas have killed eight 
tiireais and protest ral- Americans in ambushes around 
showing that national feelings country during the past two 
against the bases is rising, police ^ a half yeais 
-■■t ^are than 1,000 men on alert Right-wing armv dissidents. 


■'T‘ L *“! t?**" 1 - Americans in ambus 

showing that national feelings dnring 

against the bases is rising, police ^ a half 
-••t “tore than 1 ,000 men on alert Right-wing armv 
***** secur,t > ,or who have tried to 
Aquino in six cou] 

“We are entering into these accused Washington 
Tillies prepared to maintain our intervening in Philippine affairs 
friendly relations with the United and said the bases most be 
States, keeping in mind that any scrapped, 
friendship must be based on re- About 700 left-wing protested 
sped for each other’s rights and held a peaceful rally in a Manila 
adherence to principles," Aquino plaza Sunday to demand the re- 
said. moval of the bases. Other left- 

The exploratory talks will de- wing groups planned a separate 
terming whether the two coun- protest March to the U.S. embas- 
sies will go on to negotiate a sy Monday, 
treaty allowing the United States The Philippines is 
1 to go on wring Clark Air Base, demand more money 
Subic Bay Naval Base and four for extending the 1c 
smaller installations in the Philip- bases. Washington I 
pines. budget is severely str 

Q ark and Subic Bay are the will move the bases i 


Pope calls on Mexico to 
legally recognise church 


proclamation naming Sunday, 
May 13, a National Day in sup- 
port of human rights. 

The proclamation asked Amer- 
icans to observe the day “in the 
spirit of commemorating those 
who died" around Peking’s 
Tiananmen Square during a 
Chinese military crackdown. 

It said people should observe 
the day, “drawing inspiration 


who have tried to overthrow from the courage of those who 
Aquino in six coup attempts, held fast to their ideals in die face 
accused Washington Saturday of of violent gi p presn'mi, and nrgin g 


the Chinese government to re- 
spond positively to the fun- 
damental aspirations for freedom 
expressed in last year’s demon- 
strations.’’ 

“These are the same fun- 
damental aspirations as pro- 
foundly expressed by people 
around the world dnring the 
momentous events we are still 


The Philippines is expected to witnessing — events that are daily 
d eman d more money in exc h a n ge advancing the cause of freedom 


for extending the lease on the 
bases. Washington has said its 
budget is severely strained and it 
will move the bases if necessary. 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul n has completed a trip 
to Mexico during which he called 
for legal recognition of the 
church. 

Pope John Paul declared Satur- 
day that the Mexican government 
should not consider the Roman 
Catholic Church a constitutional 
enemy, but rather an ally in the 
fight for a more moral society. 

“In a state of law, the full and 
effective recognition of religious 
freedom should be the fruit and 
guarantee of dvii liberties,” Pope 
John Paul told Mexico's bishops 
In his strongest call yet for legal 
recognition of the church. 

Despite being overwhelmingly 
Catholic, Mexico has harsh res- 
trictions on church activity, in- 
cluding bans on church property 
and participation in education 
and political life, that date back 
to 1859. 

The church was for many years 
considered a reactionary force by 
the ruling Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party, but in recent years 
the restrictions bave been loosely 
enforced. 

“The church in Mexico wants 


to be considered and treated not 
as something strange, nor as an 
enemy that must be confronted 
and fought, but as an ally of all 
that is good, noble and beauti- 
ful," Pope John Paul said. 

He made his remarks in an 
address dedicating a new head- 
quarters for the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Conference of Mexico 
in the industrial suburb of 


and human rights.” 

Congress passed the proclama- 
tion Friday and sent it to the 
president. 

Bush, the U.S. diplomatic rep- 
resentative to Peking in the mid- 
1970s, has been criticised for fail- 
ing to take stricter economic and 
political measures to show disple- 
asure with China's repressive and 
violent tactics. 

The proclamation notes the 
June 3-4 violent attacks on 
thousands of Chinese protesters 
by tanks and armed forces. 

“This action, far beyond the 
legitimate requirements of law 
and order, resulted in the deaths 
of hundreds of unarmed 
citizens," Bush's statement said. 
“In the months that followed. 


Cuantitlan, 15 miles north ot th ° UM " ds ” orc «» ***& 
Mexico City ana otherwise punished for thjsjr 

Tfre Pope added that the P?**™ expression of political 
church could help the Mexican vlc ^- 

government by strengthening However, he stated, steps 
family life and giving young peo- h L ave ^ en m recent months 
pie — the majority of the popuia- ^ave resulted m some na- 

tion — deeper moral values. 

Pope John Paul also expressed Uwted States hopes timt 


house for U.S. private assistance 
and volunteer programme “to 
strengthen the foundations of 
free society in Eastern Europe." 

The corps' mandate wiH be to 
deal with requests for help in 
areas such as law, business, 
health and the environment. 

It would be started with federal 
funds. After that, it is expected to 
provide its own funding through 
private contributions. 

The president announced the 
p m g r a mma in a commencement 
address at the University of South 
Califo rnia 

With a series of five com- 
mencement addresses this month. 
Bush is laying the foundation for 
summit talks with Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail S- Gorbachev be- 
ginning May 30 in Washington. 

‘ In large measure, the speeches 
have focused" on changes in East- 
ern Europe with the collapse of 
communism. 

“Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary stand now, in the 
spring of 1990, as America stood 
in the summer of 1787," Bush 
told the South Carotina audience. 

“Who wifi be their Franklins, 
their Washingtons, their HamS- 
tons, their Madisons, their men 
and women of towering genius? 
The nation-builders who will set 
in place the firm foundations of 
self-government?” 

I He * said, “we can help them 
build political systems based on 
respect for individual freedoms, 
for the right to speak our mind, to 
live as we wish and to worship as 
our conscience tells us we must.” 

A statement released by the 
White House said the “citizens 
democracy corps” would mobilise 
and coordinate American private 
sector initiatives for Eastern 
Europe. 

In particular, the agency wifi 
deal with requests in the areas of 
constitutional law and parliamen- 
tary procedures; English-lan- 
guage training; journalism; public 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
nation’s military leaders open 
negotiations this week with De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney on 
pared-down spending proposals 
that by 1997 would cut six divi- 
sions from the army, slash dozens 
of warships and defer missile 
programmes. Pentagon sources 
said. 

The spending plans, which 
were drafted by the civilian and 


that makes sharply reduced Pen- 
tagon spending a near certainty. 

Following a formal presenta- 
tion on strategy Monday by Gen. 
Colin Powell, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, each of die 
services will present their argu- 
ments about their recommenda- 
tions to Cheney over a period of 
several days, another source said. 

The secretary must make -the 
final decisions about the propos- 


military chiefs for the army, navy ais sometime thi$ summer as part 
and air force, were formally sub- of the Pentagon's complex budget 
mitted to Cheney’s office on May process. Bush will submit his 1992 


“There are no surprises here,’ 


budget to Congress next January. 
Cheney has ordered the service 


said one source, who noted that chiefs to cut by 2 per 

the proposals, which cover the cent below the rate of inflation in 
years 1992-97, are far from being each year from 1992 to 1997, and 
finalised. “It’s a sub missi on. The in that light, the plans are sup- 
final decisions are up to Cheney, posed to be the first thorough 
no to the president." review of the militar y's long-term 


All of the officials who spoke n rrd s 
of die plans did so on condition of “They are now in the secret- 

anonymity, given that the plans ary’s hands, and now the real 
are considered classified. debpte 'begins,” said one Penta- 

t The chiefs' suggestions came as goii source. 


Capitol Hill is putting great press- 
ure on Cheney to clarify the 
Pentagon’s long-range spending 


Many of the proposals have 
been reported in recent weeks as 
the service chiefs debated their 


goals in this time of reduced --options. The Pentagon sources 
superpower tensions and reduced said the major points include; 


chance of a major land war in 
Europe. 


— Reducing active duty army 
forces by six divisions, which 


Lawmakers complain they would cut the active duty force to 
can’t debate President George 580,000 from 764,000. 

Bush’s $303-billion budget sub- — Paring the army’s reserve 
mission for fiscal 1991 without force from the current 776,000 to 


this guidance. 

Some want to slash $15 billion 


645,000. 

— Slashing the navy’s ship 


to $20 billion from the single-year strength from 542 to 448. 


spending plan, while Senate 
Armed Services Committee 


-^-Cutting carrier battle groups 
from 14 to 12, while reeking a 


production with the 18th ship, but 
with an option to build more in 
tiie future. 

Vice Adm. Daniel L. Cooper, 
the service’s top submarine offic- 
er, told Congress in March the 
navy initially wanted 24 sub- 
marines, to be built one a year at 
a cost of about $1.2 billion each. 
The navy also has considered 
stretching out production, which 
would result in 21 ships built. 

— Paring 50,000 active-duty 
navy slots and around 40,000 air 
force active duty personnel. 

— Slashing nearly in half the 
air force's B-2 Stealth bomber 
programme from 132 to 75. 

— Putting, off deployment of 
the MX rail garrison and the 
development of the Midgetman 
single- warhead missile. 

— Retiring the 200 Mmuteman 
II intercon tin ent a l ballistic mis- 
sies. 

Even though the chiefs have 
been forced to suggest the cuts, 
that doesn't mean they are happy 
with them or want to see them 
finalised, several sources said. 

Despite The suggestion that the 
navy’s carrier fleet could be re- 
duced, Navy Secretary Lawrence 
Garrett IH still intends to argue 
for 14 carrier battle groups, one 
source said. 

“Cooper wants at least 21 (Di- 
dent) submarines. Garrett wants 
14 carriers." the source said. 

The official said the navy wants 
an option to readjust Us program- 
me so that it could switch fluids 
around and “buy back" ships in 
tiie future if world events sour, 
the source said. 
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Chairman Sam Nunn has set his new aircraft carrier in 1996. the future if world events j 
limit at $298 billion, a number — Stopping Trident submarine the source said. 


Quake causes damage in New Zealand 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — An earthquake register- 
ing 6.7 on the Richter shook New 
Zealand's North Island Sunday, 
destroying a two-story building 
and shattering windows as well as 
nerves, officials said. 

Officials said they had no re- 
ports of injuries. 

The quake, which struck at 


town's main thoroughfare to ’ Dr. Marion Leiba, a spokes- 
dean up the debris and to dear woman for the Australian Seis- 


profound satisfaction for the di- S «P* foUowed J? 


health and medical support; .4:23 p.m. (0523 GMT), destroyed 


mate of greater understanding” 
with the government, illustrated 


others that will demonstrate Chi- 
na's return to the path of re- 


by President Carlos Salinas de j f onn - Bush said. 


Gortari’s recent naming of a per- 
sonal envoy to the Vatican. 

Pope John Paul also reviewed 
for the bishops many of the 
themes that he bad already 
touched on during- bis stay in 
Mexico. 


‘Citizens democratic corps’ 


banking, financial services and 
market economics; business law, 
commercial practices and agricul- 
ture and environmental protec- 
tion. 


a building in the town of Danne- 
virke, officials said. 

Sue Emery, editor of the Dan- 
nevirke Evening News newspap- 
er, said police had blocked off the 


dozens of shattered window 
panes. 

There was no power in the 
town for an boar after the 
tremor. 

“The quake felt horrendous," 
said Emery. “It’s pretty chaotic 
here. People are going in a 21 
directions.” 

The quake was felt in the capit- 
al of Wellington, 274 kilometres 
southwest of Dannevirke, as a 
rolling motion lasting several 
seconds. 


mological Centre in Canberra, 
said tile epicenter of the quake 
appeared to be offshore, roughly 
150 miles northeast of Welling- 
ton, in the South Pacific. 

A Dannevirke police spokes- 
man, Senior Constable Les Trigg, 
confirmed one bidding had col- 
lapsed and said a shopping plaza 
had been sealed off after large 
concrete beams cracked, expos- 
ing the steel reinforcing. 

No further details were im- 
mediately available. 


Brutality, refugees and destruction of forest 
on Burma’s border alarms aid agencies 


E. German Stalinists beheaded 
political prisoners in 1950s 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many’s former Stalinist regime 
secretly guillotined 62 political 
prisoners and burned their bodies 
in the 1950s, according to the 
state crematorium director in 
Dresden. 

“The time has come when I 
simply can no longer cover up,” 
Dietmar Hildebrand told the East 
German News Agency. 

He said he was speaking out 
because East Germany’s new 
democracy bad encouraged peo- 
ple to renew inquiries into the 
fate of relatives who were 
anested and vanished in the early 
postwar era. 

Quoting tWH certificates, trial 
records and statements by witnes- 
ses, Hildebrand said 62 people 
were beheaded between July 
1952 and January I960 in the 
former execution chamber in 
Dresden of the Nazi-era People’s 
Court. 

Victims were strapped to a 
plank without blindfolds in the 


early hours and guillotined, be 
said. The bodies were burned at 
the crematorium which Hildeb- 
rand has headed since 1984. 

To cover up the executions, 
Hildebrand said, government 
doctors listed natural causes of 
death, often heart failure, on 
obituary notices, relatives dared 
not challenge them. 

The late Walter Ulbricht, the 
first of East Germany’s two abso- 
lutist Communist leaders, was in 
power at the time. Erich Honeck- 
er, who succeeded Ulbricht in 
1971, was forced from office by a 
pro-democracy uprising last year. 

Hildebrand’s disclosure was 
the latest in an anguished public 
examination of East Germany’s 
Stalinist past since the country 
embraced democraoy last 
November. 

Mass graves containing people 
killed by Stalin’s security police in 
Soviet-occupied Germany shortly 
after World War n were disco- 
vered in March and April. 


By Doris D. Gray 

Associated Press 

MAELETA, Burma (AP) — 
Companions said Soe Win, a 
villager kidnapped by Burmese 
troops, collapsed on a forced 
border trek, his strength sapped 
by lung disease and the huge load 
of rice and mortar shells on bis 
back. 

Because he was no longer use- 
ful as a porter, they said, a soldier 
of the 66th Infantry Division 
smashed Soe Win’s bead against a 
rock half a dozen times and kick- 
ed his lifeless body down the 
mountainside. Two other porters 
said they witnessed the death and 
were able to escape. 

Many stories like theirs are 
beard along the frontier between 
Thailand and Burma. A decades- 
old war between Burma's repres- 
sive government and ethnic 
minorities seeking autonomy has 
turned the frontier into region of 
brutality, deceit and despoiled, 
environment. And a growing tide 
of refugees is beginning to alarm 
foreign aid agencies. 

The war initially attracted little 


attention because it was remote 
and Burma kept foreigners out of 
the area, but the scale and vio- 
lence bave grown dramatically in 
recent years. 

After brutally crashing a pro- 
democracy uprising in September 
1988, the militar y rulers in Ran- 
goon turned their attention to the 
Thai border. 

Burma was bankrupt, but 
ethnic rebels were making mil- 
lions of dollars smuggling con- 
sumer goods, jade, antiques, tim- 
ber and sometimes narcotics 
across a porous frontier 2,172 
kilometres long. 

Most of the world has shunned 
the Rangoon generals, who found 
allies in powerful Thai military 
and business circle*. 

Deals were made. The Thais 
got access to one of the world's 
last great teak forests in exchange 
for hard currency, part of winch, 
financed an army campaign to 
clear the border so the deals 
could be carried out. 

Conservation groups and the 
U.S. Congress have criticised the 
destruction of the forest. 

“The scale of the logging is 


mind-boggling,” a Western offi- 
cial said on condition of anonym- 
ity. “The Thais are hacking it out 
as fast as they can. They know the 
honeymoon won't last forever. 

. By most accounts, the Burmese 
army’s border campaign has been 
ruthless. 

Refugees, aid workers, 
escaped porters and guerrillas 
along the frontier and in rebel- 
controlled areas of Banna told of 
villages razed and rise stocks 
burned. 

. They spoke of civilians tor- 
tured and shot, i n cl u d in g chil- 
dren. Of whole village popula- 
tions taken from their homes and 
herded into areas controlled by 
the military. 

Two groups of porters, totall- 
ing 50 men and boys ranging in 
age from a 57-year -old farmer to 
a 14-year-old cowherd, described 
gruelling marches, starvation 
diets and walking ahead of the 
soldiers as human mine detectors. 

Others were shot down while 
trying to escape, they said. Sever- 
al of the survivors, who included 

ethnic minorities and majority 
Burmese, had scan they said 


resulted from beatings. 

Wallace Yay, coordinator of 
aid to refugees from the Karen 
minority in Thailand, said: “The 
Burmese military has shown a 
willingness to shoot down its 
own, but in minority areas it just 
lets loose.” 

“I don’t think genocide is too 
strong a term to describe what the 
Burmese military is doing,” said 
Court Robinson of the U.S. 
Co mmi ttee for Refugees, a pri- 
vate group. “It is dear they are 
trying to e liminate the ethnics as 
a political and cultural entity.” 

Banna has denied such allega- 
tions, including those Amnesty 
International made in two de- 
tailed reports issued in 1988. 

Amnesty International, a hu- 
man rights group based in Lon- 
don, cited “a consistent pattern 
of gross violations of human 
rights” against the Karen, 
Kadun, Mon, Karenni and Shan 
minorities. 

ft and other organizations also 
have noted the use of ter ro ri st 
tactics by guerrilla groups, but no 
evidence has emerged that the 
scale or intensity of such acts 
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approaches that of the army. 

The border campaign has spur- 
red flight into Thailand, increas- 
ing die number of refogees in the 
frontier area to at least 40,000. 
Most are from ethnic minorities, 
but they also include Burmese 
students and other dissidents, 
several thousand of whom joined 
the rebels daring the 1988 repna- 
shm. 
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